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      State     Sports 
ROHIT SHARMA FINDS HIS GROOVE 

AS INDIA OUTPLAY AUSTRALIA IN
 FINAL WARM UP MATCH

G. KISHAN REDDY TO VISIT 
RAMAPPA TEMPLE ON OCTOBER 21

INDIAN RUPEE
 EXCHANGE RATES 

Indian  `                        inv. 1.00 INR
US Dollar                     75.465993
Euro                       87.136231
British Pound                102.630847
Australian $                     55.527547
Kuwaiti Dinar                   249.917857
Saudi Riyal                         20.124265
Qatari Riyal                        20.732416
Chinese Yuan                    11.704586
UAE dirham                        20.548943

NECC SUGGESTED EGG PRICE
                       

CHICKEN RATE

         Egg Whole Sale Rate

Egg Retail Price

Super Market

GOLD & SILVER RATE

46,500

 68,700

KG

Rs 3.92

WEATHER REPORT

24� 20�
WEATH

PER 10 GRAMS

Farm Rate - 120
Retail Live - 142
With Skin - 206
Skinless - 234

CM KCR DECLARES ‘WAR’ ON DRUG 
MENACE IN TELANGANA

Hyderabad,  Oct  20 
(GNS) Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekhar Rao on 
Wednesday declared an all-
out war against drug abuse 
and directed the police and 
excise offi cials to eradicate 
illegal cultivation, sale and 
consumption of marijuana 
in the State with an iron 
hand.He instructed the po-
lice offi cials to set up a spe-
cial cell led by an offi cer of 
the rank of Director General 
of Police to increase surveil-
lance. “Border check-posts 
should be set up and fl ying 
squads should be pressed 
into service. A separate di-
vision in the Intelligence 
Wing should be created to strengthen the information network,” the Chief Minister said, addressing a high-

level meeting of police and 
excise offi cials at Pragathi 
Bhavan.With reports of in-
creasing use of ganja, there 
is an urgent need to declare 
an all-out war against drug 
abuse, Chandrashekhar 
Rao said and observed that 
before the situation goes 
out of hands and turns seri-
ous, one should act against 
the menace.He asked po-
lice offi cials to chalk out a 
comprehensive action plan 
to eradicate ganja cultiva-
tion in the State. “If we fail 
in containing this menace, 
all the development and 
welfare activities taken up 
by the government would 
prove to be futile,” he said.

YSRTP Chief YS Sharmila  launched her
 #Praja Prasthsnam Padayatra today from Chevella 

Assembly constituency of the Telangana state.

PM INAUGURATES KUSHINAGAR INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, 
SAYS AVIATION SECTOR GETTING NEW ENERGY

New Delhi,  Oct  20 
(GNS) Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday inaugurat-
ed a new international 
airport at Kushinagar 
in Uttar Pradesh and 
said his government 
had taken a number 
of steps to instil new 
energy in the aviation 
sector.Kushinagar is 
the fi nal resting place 
of Gautama Buddha 
where he attained Ma-
haparinirvana after his 
death and is among the 
most important pilgrim 

spots for Buddhists.The 
new airport, built at an 
estimated cost of Rs 260 
crore, is part of the gov-
ernment’s endeavour 
to connect Buddhist 
pilgrimage sites around 
the world.

After inaugurating 
the airport, Modi said it 
would boost connectiv-
ity and tourism, while 
also helping develop 
an entire economic 
ecosystem in the re-
gion and create new 
job opportunities.He 
said the government’s 

special attention to the 
development of places 
associated with Lord 
Buddha and developing 
Kushinagar are among 
the top priority areas for 
the UP and central gov-
ernments.

Referring to the re-
cent decision to pri-
vatise Air India, Modi 
said the country had 
taken a big step related 
to Air India so that its 
aviation sector should 
run professionally, and 
convenience and safety 
should be given priority.

DELHI GOVT TO PAY 
RS 50,000 PER HECTARE 

COMPENSATION TO FARMERS
New Delhi,  Oct  20 

(GNS) Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal on Wednesday 
said an order had 
been issued for giving 
compensation of Rs 
50,000 per hectare to 
farmers whose crops 
had been damaged 
due to untimely rains 
in the city.

Revenue offi cials 
are conducting a sur-
vey of the damaged 
crops and it would be 
completed within two 
weeks.The compen-
sation at the rate of 

Rs 50,000 per hectare 
would be provided 
to the farmers within 
two months, he said 
in a press briefi ng.
The CM said the Delhi 
government is com-

mitted to helping the 
farmers and it also 
paid compensation 
to them in the past at 
Rs 50,000 per hectare 
which is the highest in 
the country.

RAIN BATTERS UTTARAKHAND,  DEAD
New Delhi,  Oct  20 (GNS) Uttara-

khand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami today appealed to pilgrims 
headed for the state to defer their 
journey till the situation normalised 
after fl oods triggered by incessant 
rains claimed at least 42 more lives 
in the Kumaon region. With this, the 
toll has risen to 47 as fi ve deaths were 
reported on Monday.The Army, 
along with teams of the national and 
state disaster relief forces, has been 

pressed into service.Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi spoke to Dhami and 
assured all help after taking stock of 
the situation.

In the national capital, Home 
Minister Amit Shah met the PM at 
7, Lok Kalyan Marg, to brief him on 
the fl ood situation in the BJP-ruled 
state.Nainital was cut off from the 
rest of the country after approach 
roads (Haldwani, Bhawali and Ka-
ladhungi) were hit by landslides.

PRIYANKA GANDHI STOPPED BY 
UP POLICE FROM GOING TO AGRA, 

TAKEN TO POLICE LINES

Lucknow,  Oct  
20 (GNS) Congress 
leader Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra was on 
Wednesday stopped 
by Uttar Pradesh Po-
lice from going to 
Agra to meet the fam-
ily members of a man 

who died in police 
custody and was later 
taken to the police 
lines.The police said 
the Congress general 
secretary was stopped 
at the Lucknow-Agra 
expressway as the 
Agra district magis-

trate had requested 
not to allow any po-
litical personality to 
go there following the 
man’s death.

“She has neither 
been taken into cus-
tody nor arrested.

Because of the 
massive crowds, the 
movement of traffi c 
was being hampered 
and she was fi rst 
asked to either go to 
the party offi ce or her 
residence but when 
she did not agree, she 
was sent to the police 
lines,” Lucknow po-
lice commissioner D 
K Thakur said. While 
being taken to the po-
lice lines, the Priyan-
ka Gandhi told news-
persons that she will 
defi nitely go to Agra.

LORD BUDDHA 
INSPIRATION FOR 

INDIA'S CONSTITUTION 
EVEN TODAY: PM MODI

New Delhi,  Oct  20 (GNS) Lord 
Buddha is the inspiration for In-
dia's Constitution even today, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said on Wednesday.

Addressing a gathering at the Ab-
hidhamma Day programme here, 
he also asserted that the 'dhamma 
chakra' on the Tricolour is the 
driving force for the country.

The day symbolises the end of 
the three-month rainy retreat – 
'varshavaas' or 'vassa' – during 
which Buddhist monks stay in a 
monastery to pray and meditate.

"Even today, when someone 
enters Parliament (of India), they 
see the mantra 'Dharma Chakra 
Pravartaanye'," the prime minis-
ter, who inaugurated a new inter-
national airport here, said while 
contemporising the message of 
the Buddha."Buddha is global be-
cause he talks about starting from 
within. Lord Buddha's Buddhatat-
va is the sense of ultimate respon-
sibility," he added.
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Recently in an interview with Sansad TV, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah expressed his anguish and said that 
‘illiterate people could never become good citizens of 
India’. For him, an illiterate person is a ‘burden on the 
country because he neither knows the rights given to 
him by the Constitution nor knows the duties expected 
of him by it’. Apparently, a statement of this kind is likely 
to give the impression that he is attaching great impor-
tance to the light of knowledge and education, and the 
need for spreading the network of schools to spread 
literacy and create awakened citizens. Yet, if we dare to 
think deeply, it is not impossible to fi nd some serious 
problems in his way of looking at the entire issue.
It is wrong to regard an illiterate person as a burden. 
It deprives one of one’s soul and humanity. A landless 
farmer, a fi sherman, a street vendor, a construction 
worker — in other words, the illiterate subaltern — 
might not quote the Constitution, and give a lecture on 
fundamental rights and directive principles; but they are 
certainly not like those who are ‘knowledgeable’, yet ter-
ribly clever, and ethically and politically irresponsible. 
Generally, they work hard and somehow survive without 
hurting anybody. We cannot divert our attention from 
the real structural problem that confronts our society 
— a ruthlessly unequal/hierarchical/oppressive soci-
ety that privileges the rich, and perpetually reproduces 
socio-economic inequality. One does not choose to be 
poor and illiterate; nor does one fi nd some joy in surviv-
ing as a bonded labour, or in becoming homeless, and 
living with all sorts of stigma.The real burden is a mix 
of patriarchal/casteist/feudal structure and emergent 
neoliberal capitalism; it produces hunger and malnutri-
tion amid vulgar affl uence; it manufactures child labour 
amid international schools for the rich; and it demoti-
vates Dalits, women and other marginalised groups, and 
leads to massive dropout amid the dominant practice 
of mainstream schooling that remains insensitive to the 
habitus of the poor. In other words, far from interrogat-
ing the structural violence, he seems to be blaming the il-
literate. This is easy. However, it requires a different kind 
of insight and courage to interrogate the powerful.
Second, Mr Shah has not bothered to ask yet another 
fundamental question: What is education? While there 
is no reason to glorify or support illiteracy, is there any 
special reason to feel proud of what we — the privileged, 
literate and educated people — are doing? Let him look 
around, and allow himself to be disturbed by the fact 
that people like us — university educated, technically 
skilled and economically mobile — are not necessarily 
noble souls guided by the spirit of constitutional prin-
ciples or altruism. Many of us accept dowry and bribes; 
we engage ourselves in scams and corruption; through 
our reckless consumption, we manipulate and destroy 
nature; we evolve strategies for war and surveillance; we 
evade income tax; we watch toxic television channels, 
and get carried away by English-speaking noisy anchors; 
we exploit the brigade of the domestic help; we encour-
age our children to leave the country, and settle down in 
the Euro-American ‘promised’ land; and we send ideal-
ist young minds to jail. Mr Shah ought to go deeper, and 
realise that the so-called literacy or formal education — 
say, a gold medal as an award for being a topper — does 
not necessarily imply that one is determined to follow 
the constitutional ideals, and lead a life that radiates 
humanistic sensibilities. Instead, what we generally pro-
mote as education is only cultivating the strategic and 
instrumental intelligence; it has got nothing to do with 
love, compassion and collective responsibility for a just 
world. Is it possible for him to ask our IIT/IIM graduates 
— living in gated communities, and working for the gi-
gantic corporate houses — whether they really celebrate 
the dream through which the likes of Gandhi, Ambedkar 
and Bhagat Singh wanted to enchant the country? Is it 
possible for Mr Shah to question the integrity of those 
celebrity lawyers who use their expertise to transform 
vice into virtue, or ugliness into beauty? Or, is it possible 
for him to question those IAS/IPS offi cers who, far from 
following the Constitution, surrender before the whims 
of the local MLA/MP, or minister?Third, if his heart really 
aches for the illiterate, he ought to reimagine education. 
It is more than the statistics of enrolment; it is not about 
the advertisement of PM Modi’s achievements. Instead, he 
ought to realise that education does not mean that a child 
is just enrolled, taught by a poorly paid/non-imaginative 
instructor, and like a parrot, learns to equate ‘A’ with ‘ap-
ple’, ‘Q’ with ‘queen’, or, for that matter, patriotism with 
the chanting of Jai Shri Ram. Emancipatory education 
requires what Paulo Freire would have regarded as the 
‘pedagogy of the oppressed’ — a kind of learning that re-
spects the child’s innate humanity, refl exivity and creative 
agency; or a mode of learning that makes her question the 
prevalent discourse of power. 
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WHAT IT IS TO BE ‘EDUCATED’

MoS IT Shri Rajeev Chandrasekhar attends 
International Conference and Exhibition on Digital 

technologies - “Future Tech 2021”

Inauguration of IEEE GRSS Summer School on
“Artifi cial Intelligence in Remote Sensing 

Applications” at MJCET

FAI to organize two-day International Conference 
online from October 21 to 22

Shri Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar, Minister of 
State in the Ministry of 

Electronics & IT, Ministry of 
Skill Development and En-
trepreneurship, virtually at-
tended the inaugural session 
of the International Confer-
ence and Exhibition on Digital 
technologies - “Future Tech 
2021” organized by the CII. 

The event is scheduled from 
19 – 27 October 2021. The 
event will revolve on 5 theme 
pillars: Strategy, Growth, Re-
silience, Inclusiveness, Trust 
with a focused theme “ Driv-
ing technologies for building 
the future, we all can trust”. 
The International conference 
would comprise of interac-
tion amongst entrepreneurs, 

industry leaders and Govern-
ment offi cials and shall pro-
vide platform for discussion 
on application of digital tech-
nologies.ShriRajeev Chan-
drasekhar, while giving the in-
augural address, spoke about 
the impact of the COVID pan-
demic on digital economy. He 
stated that “In the last 6 years 
we have made tremendous 

strides in digitizing our econo-
my and public services within 
the economy.  It has helped 
India prove to be resilient dur-
ing the COVID Pandemic. We 
have created Unicorns at the 
rate of 2 - a month, attracted 
65 billion dollar investment 
in the tech space and grown 
the overall ambition during 
this period”Concluding his 

address at the event, Shri-
RajeevChandrasekhar re-
affi rmed the Government’s 
stand, which he informed 
was willing to walk the extra 
mile and is open to all sorts 
of consultations to prepare a 
roadmap for India to emerge 
as a signifi cant player in the 
technology space.

(PIB)

A 3-day IEEE GRSS Sum-
mer School on Arti-
fi cial Intelligence in 

Remote Sensing Applications 
was inaugurated at Muf-
fakham Jah College of Engi-
neering and Technology in 
collaboration with IEEE GRSS 
Chapter Hyderabad Section 
and Geethanjali college of 
Engineering and Technology 
on 20 Oct 2021.

This is the second summer 
school in sequence with fi rst 
one being organized by IEEE 
in collaboration with MJCET 
in the year 2018. This pro-
gram is fi nancially sponsored 
by IEEE GRSS society Head-
quarter, USA and MJCET Hy-
derabad.Mr. Deepak Mathur, 
Director IEEE Region 10, and 
former Chief General Manag-
er of ONGC Gujarat, was the 
chief guest of the inaugural 
ceremony. Janab Zafar Javeed 
Sahab Honorary Secretary 
presided over the inaugural 
ceremony.Dr. Mousmi Ajay 
Chaurasia, Chair, CISGRSS 
jt. Chapter IEEE Hyderabad 
Section welcomed the par-
ticipants and briefed them 
about the long-standing ef-
forts of IEEE Hyderabad Sec-

tion, MJCET and GCET for 
conduct of this program. She 
mentioned that an amount of 
8000$ was sanctioned from 
IEEE GRSS Headquarter, 
USA to organize this event, 
and shared with audience 
that nearly 1200 participants 
from across the globe would 
be joining online during the 
sessions from 21st Oct to 23rd 
Oct.The international del-
egates in the summer school 
are from US, Singapore, Aus-
tralia, Italy, Netherlands, Lux-
embourg, Germany, Canada, 
Japan, Greece, Spain, Aus-

tria and many more. Various 
reputed institutes like IIT 
Kanpur, IIT Kharagpur, ISI 
Kolakta and Bengaluru, IISc 
Bengaluru have participat-
ed in the same.Dr. Basheer 
Ahmed, Advisor cum Direc-
tor of MJCET highlighted the 
collaboration of IEEE and 
MJCET for the last 18 years 
in the form of a very active 
student branch.He appreci-
ated the efforts of Dr. Mous-
mi Ajay Chaurasia, Head 
of Information Technology 
department and her entire 
team for her tireless efforts 

in organizing this program. 
He also proposed to conduct 
international conference in 
collaboration with IEEE at 
MJCET. Janab Zafar Javeed, 
Hon. Secretary, Sultan Ul Ed-
ucation Society mentioned in 
his presidential address that 
MJCET has partnered with 
IEEE Hyderabad Section for 
promotion of Research and 
Development and Humani-
tarian activities. He also men-
tioned that MJCET has 58 fac-
ulty members with Ph. D and 
81 are pursuing Ph.D.He also 
spoke about the introduction 

of two new courses in MJCET 
on Aartifi cal intelligence and 
Data Science and Machine 
Learning which are closely 
related to the theme of this 
summer school.

The Chief Guest of the 
function Mr. Deepak Mathur, 
Director Region 10 talked 
about the IEEE region 10(Asia 
Pacifi c) and its initiatives. He 
discussed the different com-
mittees of region 10, their 
functions and their impact on 
societal change. He thanked 
the management of MJCET 
for their full-fl edged support 
in the conduct of this summer 
school. He highlighted the vi-
sion, mission and priorities of 
IEEE in making technology to 
help the humanity.

 Mr. Sreenivas Jasti, IEEE 
Hyderabad Section briefed 
about the IEEE Hyderabad 
section.Dr. P.Srihari, Prof. & 
Incharge R & D, Geethanjali 
College of Engineering and 
Technology(GCET), Hyder-
abad highlighted the benefi ts 
fromIEEE activities in his col-
lege. Dr. A. Kavitha, Secretary, 
Jt. chapter CIS/GRSS, Hyder-
abad section proposed the 
vote of thanks.

Hyderabad, October 20: 
FATER Academy of India, 
Faculties of Economics, 
Management and Psychol-
ogy and Department of Pub-
lic Administration of Kyiv 
National University of Trade 
and Economics of Ukraine 
are jointly organizing a two-
day International Conference 
on “Public Management and 
Administration at the Pres-
ent Stage of State-Building” 
virtually on the 21st and 22nd 
October from 4 p.m. onwards 
on the two days, according to 
General Secretary of FATER 
Academy of India Prof.Pan-
kaj Srivastava, Head of the 
Department of Public Ad-

ministration of Kyiv Univer-
sity of Ukraine Prof.Natalia 
Novikova and Secretary of FAI 
Telangana Chapter Secretary 
Dr.Srinivas Vooradi. Accord-
ing to a press release here 
on Wednesday, some of the 
theme areas of the Confer-
ence are Economic-Mathe-
matical Methods and Models 
in Management, Local Self-
Government Conditions of 
Decentralization, Public Man-
agement in Economic Pro-
cesses during the COVID-19 
Pandemic, Public Gover-
nance in the Implementation 
of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Strategy till 2030, Pub-
lic Management in the Digi-
tal Society, World Trends 

of Public Management and 
Current Trends of Training of 
Public Management Special-
ists. Prof. Anatolii Mazaraki, 
Prof. Birendra Singh Bisht, 
Prof.Premjit Singh, Prof.
Svitlana melnychenko, Prof.
Kalyan Kumar, Prof.Valerly 
Sal, Prof.Oleksandr Mini-
allo, H.E.Moun Vesana, Prof.
Chai Ching Tan, Prof.Ninal-
da Zhyvko, prof.Nina Poyda 
Nosyk, Prof.Arceloni Neusa 
Volpato and Dr Liliana Gu-
rian would be the dignitaries 
and Head of the Department 
of Public Administration of 
Kyiv National University of 
Trade and Commerce Prof.
Natalia Novikova would be 
presenting the details of the 

Conference while Head of 
the Department of Public 
Administration of Kyiv Na-
tional University Prof.Natalia 
Novikova and Vice President 
of FAI from the Department 
of Accounting and Audit of 
Hungarian College of Higher 
Education of Ukraine Prof.
Nina Poyda-Nosyk would be 
introducing the dignitaries. 
Vice Chancellor of Sun Rise 
University of Rajasthan Prof.
Kalyan Kumar and Dean of 
the Faculty of Economics, 
Management and Psychol-
ogy of Kyiv National Univer-
sity Prof.Oleksandr Miniallo 
would be participating as the 
Guests of Honour. They fur-
ther said that Rector of the 

Academy of Pedagogical Sci-
ences of Ukraine and Presi-
dent of FATER Academy of 
India and former Vice Chan-
cellor of GB Pant University of 
Agriculture and Technology 
of Uttarakhand Prof.BS Bisht 
would be releasing the Con-
ference Proceedings.Forum 
for Advanced Training in Edu-
cation and Research Academy 
of India (FAI) functions under 
FATER Trust from Kanyaku-
mari of Tamil Nadu, said Prof.
Pankaj Srivastava and added, 
“The aim of FAI is to provide a 
platform to the younger gen-
eration especially from the 
Southern part of India with 
formal exposure and emerg-
ing faculty members.”

Dr Srinivas Vooradi

Dr Srinivas Vooradi

NITTE’s NGSM Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
to organize Two-Day International Virtual 

Conference on Oct 21 and 22
Pragathi Express Bureau 

; Mangaluru, Oct 20: ISPOR 
NITE (Deemed to be Univer-
sity) Student Chapter and 
Dept. of Pharmacy Practice, 
NGSM Institute of Pharma-
ceutical Sciences, Mangaluru 
are jointly organizing the 2nd 
International Virtual Confer-
ence on “Advances in Health 
Economics and Outcomes 
Research” from October 21 
to 22. According to the press 
release, the theme of the con-

ference theme is ‘Broaden-
ing the Economic View and 
Approach towards Patient 
Safety’.The resource persons 

are Dr. Michael Katz from the 
University of Arizona, USA, 
Dr. Khalid M. Kamal from 
the West Virginia University, 

USA, Dr. Akram Ahmad from 
the University of Sydney, Aus-
tralia, Tushar Srivastava from 
the University of Sheffi eld, 
UK, Dr. Dixon Thomas from 
the Gulf Medical University, 
UAE and Dr. Amit Dang from 
MarksMan Healthcare Com-
munications, India, the press 
release added. E-Certifi cates 
will be issued to the registered 
participants on successful 
completion of the Confer-
ence, besides cash prizes for 
the best e-posters and oral 

presentations.   Vice-Chancel-
lor of  NITTE (Deemed to be 
University) Prof. (Dr.) Sath-
eesh Kumar Bhandary, , will 
be inaugurating the virtual 
conference on 21st October 
2021 at 9.00 am. while the 
Chairman for the Conference 
is Principal, NGSMIPS, Nitte 
(DU) Prof. (Dr.) C. S. Shastry  
Convener is Dr. Uday Venkat 
Mateti, and the Organizing 
Secretary, Faculty of Pharma-
cy Practice, NGSMIPS, Nitte 
(DU) Dr. Juno J Joel.
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Make a lot of use of the poor with ongoing free sugar tests on a 

regular basis - District Chairman Lion Janakiram

Milad-un-Nabi celebrations are in full swing in 
Zaheerabad -Marriage of multiple couples

District Chairman inaugurates 140th day free 
diabetes camp at Sushma Hospital

Nagole Division Corporater directed
To the contractor expedite the pipe line work

Honey dinner for go by walk to Tuljapur  

ValmikiJayanti celebrated under the
 auspices of Mudiraj Sangam 

Inspector Surekha inspects stall 
at Tupran TS RTC bus stand

Mandal Legal Service Committee of  
Nagarkurnool boosts Legal Awareness 

Drive in Rural Areas

The Mandal Legal 
Service Committee 
of Nagarkurnool 

District visited Narsaipally 
Village organised Legal 
Awareness Campaign at 
the Grama Panchayat Of-
fi ce under the Supervi-
sion of Advocate Dr. Babu 
Pears accompanied by 
Addl. Public Prosecutor 
Bhavani Bai,   

Advocate Arjunayya, 
Advocate K.A. Raheem, 
Advocate Owaisuddin 
Owaisi. The Legal Aware-
ness Campaign Pro-
gramme was attended by  
police personnel and vil-
lage people.

As part of celebrating 
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 
marking the 75th year of 
Independence, the Min-
istry of  Law & Justice and 
National Legal Services 
Authority (NALSA) has 
launched a massive 43-
days campaign through 

out India from October 
2 to November 14. Un-
der the Amrit Mahotsav 
Awareness Campaign Pro-
grams are being Organised 
through out India.

The Nagarkurnool Dis-
trict Legal Services Au-
thority (DLSA) is also or-
ganising Legal Awareness 
Campaign since 18 days 
starting from October 2 
and the Campaign will 
end on November 14.The 
Nagarkurnool District 

Legal Service Author-
ity has divided the Legal 
Awareness Campaign 
Drive into Mandal Lev-
els and appointed Team 
of Advocates to Mandal 
Legal Service Committee 
for Each Mandal to or-
ganise Legal Awareness 
Drive to every village and 
panchayats to spread 
awareness to the citizens 
about law and their rights 
and entitlements under 
various schemes of the 

government etc.
The Mandal Legal 

Service Committee of 
Nagarkurnool is visiting 
all villages of Mandal al-
lotted to them and con-
ducting legal awareness 
campaign.

Advocate Owaisuddin 
Owaisi who was on a visit 
to Nagarkurnool attended 
the Legal Awareness Cam-
paign Programme and can 
be seen addressing the 
Programme.

Filed nomina-
tion proposing 
Hon’ble CM Sri 

KCR Garu for the post 
of TRS Party President 
to Returning Offi cer 
Sreenivas Reddy Garu 
at Telangana Bha-
van along with Hon-
ble Home Minister 
Janab Mahmood Ali 
Sb.  M.K.Mujeeb Ud-
din , Waheed Ahmed 
Advocate Member 
Telangana State Waqf 
Board and other Party 
Minority Leaders.

BJP state 
leaders 
Kondapuram 

Jagan, Vishnuvard-
han Reddy, Shekhar 
and Suresh congrat-
ulated Union Min-
ister Gangapuram 
Kishan Reddy on 
the occasion of 
Dussehra festival.

ZAHEERABAD, OCTO-
BER, 20 (By our correspon-
dent) The Muslim Broth-
erhood in Zaheerabad 
constituency celebrated 
Eid Milad Nabi on Tues-
day.  A procession was held 
on the road from Idgah 
ground in Zaheerabad 
town on the occasion of 
the birthday of the Prophet 
Muhammad.

Many were mar-
ried.  On the occasion 
of Milad-un-Nabi in Za-
heerabad town, Nama 
Subhadramma Memo-
rial Trust President & TRS 
leader Nama Ravi Kiran 
distributed fresh water 
and soft drinks at the 
Bhavani Mandir square 
for the Muslim brothers 
participating in the rally.  

Later, Nama Subhadram-
ma Memorial Trust presi-
dent Nama Ravikiran 
said that a large scale 
rally was organized every 
year under the auspices 
of the Zaheerabad Town 

Milad Committee to run 
free marriages under 
the auspices of the com-
mittee for poor Muslim 
women at Idgah ground.  
Zaheerabad DSP Shan-
kar Raju, C.I Rajasekhar 

and S.I Srikanth blessed 
the couple.  The event 
was attended by Milad 
Committee Chairman Al-
eem, leaders Mohammad 
Yaqub, Mujawar, Mazar, 
Zaheer, Gaus and others.

Hyderabad,Oct 20 : Na-
gol Corporator Chintala 
Aruna Surender Yadav 
has directed to the con-
tractor  expedite the work 
on the outlet pipeline 
from Bandlaguda pond to 
PMR Gardens in the Na-
gole division.

On Wednesday, they 
inspected the construc-
tion of a new pipeline 
from PMR Gardens to 
Bandlaguda pond Worth 
of Rs 55 lakhs Govern-
ment sanctioned devel-
opment work.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, they said that a box 
drainage was recently 
constructed from Vambe 
Colony to Bandlaguda 
Pond at a cost of about 
Rs 55 lakhs.  He said that 

the sluice gates of Band-
laguda pond were con-
structed a long time ago 
as there was no facility to 
go there but the people 
of the above two colonies 
along with the lower colo-
nies were facing serious 
trouble as the sluice had 

not been repaired so far 
and no water was allowed 
to fl ow out of the sluice.

The matter was re-
peatedly brought to the 
notice of the mayor and 
senior offi cials who ex-
plained the problem and 
pressured  to start work 

.They assured that the 
problems in the fl ooded 
areas within the divi-
sion would be resolved 
as soon as possible .....
Manohar Reddy, Ran-
gayya, Raghavachari, 
Venkanna  were partici-
pated in this program

ZAHEERABAD, OCTO-
BER, 19 (By our corre-
spondent) Jamalpur family 
members from Zaheerabad 
town offered a free hon-
eymoon to devotees on 
a pilgrimage to Tuljapur 
Bhavani Mata Darshan in 
Maharashtra.

Every year after the 
Dasara festival, thou-
sands of devotees from 
our state of Telangana go 
on a pilgrimage to per-
form divine darshans.  
Many voluntary organiza-
tions and Hindu religious 
organizations distrib-
ute food items, milk and 
fruits for the convenience 

of the pilgrims are trek-
king from the town of 
Zaheerabad on National 
Highway 65.  Similarly, 
Jamalpur family members 
from Zaheerabad set up a 
special camp on the na-

tional highway at Madgi 
Chowrasta on the Telan-
gana border at Naldurg in 
Maharashtra and distrib-
uted milk and fruits along 
with honey for free to 
pilgrims on foot.  S.Vijay 

Kumar, Omprakash, S. 
Nikhil Kumar, Vishal 
Moula, P. Banuprasad, P. 
Ganesh  Mounika, Nag-
mani, Prasanna, S. Neha, 
Srikanth Goud etc. par-
ticipated in this program.

Tupran, October, 20 : 
District Chairman Lion 
Janakiram said the 365 
continuous free diabetes 
camps at Sushma Hospi-
tal led by Lion Dr Pradeep 
Sinha would be of great 
benefi t to many needy 
people.

On Wednesday morn-
ing he addressed the 
140th consecutive, Free 
Diabetes Camp of this 
Lionic Year. Today, Lion 

Dr. Pradeep Sinha said 
that with the encourage-
ment and encourage-
ment, the Tupran Lions 

Club has become a suc-
cess.Doctors Sushma 
Devi and Pradeep Sinha 
lauded the services of 

the couple as they have a 
special service quality at 
a time when many peo-
ple are working as mere 
donors in today’s mod-
ern times.

The event was attended 
by District Chairman Lion 
Janakiram along with 
Lion Dr Pradeep Sinha, 
Lion Lady Dr Sushma 
Devi, journalist Beard 
Prashant Kumar and 
medical staff.

Tupran, October, 20 : 
Gajwel-Pragyapur RTC 
Bus Depot Inspector Mrs. 
Surekha on Wednesday 
inspected the stall set 
up at the RTC bus stand 
premises in Tupran.
Brands were examined 
along with the expiration 

dates on Cool Drinks. 
Cool Drinks, Eateries, 
Haldi Ram packets are 
advised to be sold before 
the expiry date.Passenger 
Health also said that we 
need to sell only qual-
ity goods at reasonable 
prices to travelers. RTC 
Inspector Surekha along 
with the Controller, Cargo 
Incharge Rams and oth-
ers were present.

Sangareddy Local Times 
Correspondent On the occa-
sion of Police Martyrs’ Re-
membrance Day tomorrow, 
Sangareddy DSP Circle Inspec-
tor Shivalingam Sub-Inspector 

Subhash visited the house of 
Chakali Baswaraj, Constable 
Gary, who was working at the 
Rural Police Station due to 
Kovid, and inquired if there 
were any problems.

ZAHEERABAD, OCTOBER, 
20 (By our correspondent): 
Valmiki Jayanti celebrations 
were held on Wednesday 
under the auspices of Mudi-
raj Sangam in Zaheerabad 
town.

The bike rally started from 
Shantinagar Mudiraj Bhavan 
to homage to Valmiki.

Afterwards, flower gar-
lands were said for Valmiki’s 
film song at the Shantinagar 
Mudiraj Bhavan and Jayanti 
celebrations were held.

Mudiraj community elders 
Sangappa, J. Ashok, A. Ma-
hesh, Hanumanthu, Prab-
hakar, Lingaya, Srisailam, 
Ganesh, Ambadas, Naresh, 

Shiva, Krishna, Nandu, T. 
Mahesh, Jaggu, Abhishek, 

Laddu, Srikanth and others 
participated in the event.

Tupran Municipal Chairman Bondi Ra-
vinder Gowd and Commissioner Mo-

han on Wednesday conducted a surprise 

inspection of 
Sri Chaitanya 
School under 
Tupran Mu-
nicipality. The 
principal was 
instructed to 
spray hypo-
chlorine solu-
tion daily in 
c l a s s r o o m s 
for sanitation, 
drinking water, 
and social dis-
tance between 
children. Mu-
nicipal Chair-
man Ravinder 
Gowd, Com-
missioner Mo-
han and staff 
p a r t i c i p a t e d 
and collected 
details.
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ArrayAizawl, Oct 20 (UNI) 
Though the Covid-19 posi-
tivity rate in Mizoram has 
reduced to 12.36 per cent 
from 15.36 per cent in the 
past two weeks, the state 
government has announced 
to continue the 'All Mask 
Campaign', that was sched-
uled to end on Wednesday, 
till October 31, officials said.

A Mizoram health offi-
cial said that state's Health 
Minister R. Lalthangliana 
announced the extension 
of the campaign at a virtual 
meeting with the Deputy 
Commissioners, all Chief 
Medical Officers and all oth-
er concerned officials of all 
the 11 districts.

Highlighting the impor-

tance of continuation of the 
'All Mask Campaign', the 
Health Minister said that 
the statewide campaign was 
launched on the advice of 

the state-level expert team 
on Covid-19 management, 
which was formed in Sep-
tember amid the rise in 
numbers of positive cases 

and deaths in the state.
The team, led by conve-

ner Dr. F. Lallianhlira, had 
recently submitted 16-point 
recommendations to the 
state government, among 
which an aggressive educa-
tional awareness campaign 
on masks was one of the key 
advice. The expert team had 
also recommended a symp-
tom-based approach in con-
ducting contact tracing and 
tests in the state, in line with 
recommendations of WHO, 
CDC-USA and ICMR. As part 
of the 'All Mask Campaign', 
the government has re-
quested all citizens to wear 
masks in their respective of-
fices, working areas, indoors 
at all times except while eat-

ing meals and not to dine 
together on a table and have 
buffet meals instead.

The government also ad-
vised people to be more 
mindful in handwashing 
and use of sanitizers.

The tiny Northeastern 
state registered an alarming 
the Covid-19 positivity rate 
of 12.36 per cent, -- the high-
est in India -- even as a four-
member multi disciplinary 
central team recently visited 
different parts of the state 
and gave necessary advice 
to the government.

According to the health 
officials, a total of 1,14,466 
people have so far tested 
positive and 393 people suc-
cumbed to the disease.

With 12.36% Covid positivity rate, 
Mizoram to continue mask campaign

Chandigarh, Oct 20 (UNI) 
Punjab's Director General 
of Police Iqbal Preet Singh 
Sahota, on the direction 
of Deputy Chief Minister 
Sukhjinder Randhawa, on 
Wednesday set up a Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) 
to probe the allegations of 
sister of Lakhbir Singh, who 
was murdered by Nihang 
Sikhs on the Singhu border.

The SIT has been consti-
tuted under the chairmanship 
of ADGP-cum-Director of Bu-
reau of Investigation, Varinder 
Kumar. DIG Ferozepur Range 

Inderbir Singh and SSP Tarn 
Taran Harvinder Singh Virk 
are its members. As per the in-
formation, Raj Kaur, a resident 

of Kassel, presently residing in 
Cheema Kalan in Tarn Taran 
district, had alleged that her 
brother Lakhbir Singh was al-
lured by some persons and 
taken to Singhu where he was 
murdered by some Nihang 
Sikhs on October 15 for al-
leged sacrilege. Kumar may 
co-opt any other police of-
ficers posted in the state for 
the enquiry as per needs and 
requirements, reads the order, 
adding he would also be at lib-
erty to obtain the support and 
assistance of any other wing of 
the police.

Jaipur, Oct 20 (UNI) The Officer 
on Special Duty (OSD) to Rajasthan 
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has 
been issued a notice by the Delhi 
Police Crime Branch asking him 
to appear in Delhi in the infamous 
phone tapping case.Lokesh Sharma, 
OSD to Gehlot, has been summoned 
by the crime branch in Delhi on Oc-
tober 22. Sharma was sent a notice 
to come to Delhi earlier too but he 
did not go. He has now been called 
for questioning at 11 a.m. by send-
ing a notice through e-mail. Howev-
er, Sharma is taking legal opinion re-
garding this matter. Earlier, Sharma 
was called for questioning on July 24 
but he did not appear at that time.

Sharma has challenged the FIR 
registered against him in the phone 
tapping case in the High Court. 
Giving relief to the OSD in this 
case, the High Court stayed his ar-
rest. Mahesh Joshi, the chief whip 
of the Gehlot government.

Delhi Police issues notice to 
Rajasthan CM's OSD

Punjab sets up SIT to probe 
Singhu border murder

New Delhi, Oct 20 (UNI) For-
mer Uttarakhand Chief Minister 
and senior Congress leader Harish 
Rawat on Wednesday met former 
Congress President Rahul Gandhi 
in a move to resign from the post of 
Punjab Congress in-charge.

Rawat met Gandhi at his resi-
dence at 11.30 a.m. He told Rahul 
Gandhi that he wants to focus on 
the 2022 Uttarakhand Assembly 

elections so he should be relieved 
from the post of Punjab Congress 
in-charge. After this meet, Rawat 
tweeted, "I have recovered from 
a massive humiliation today. On 
one hand my duty is towards my 
'Janmabhoomi' (Uttarakhand) and 
on the other my services are for my 
'Karmabhoomi' which is Punjab. 
The situation is getting compli-
cated because as and when elec-

tions are nearing, one will have to 
work full-time at both the places. 
Unseasonal rains wreaked havoc 
in Uttarakhand on Tuesday, still I 
was able to visit only a few places 
but I wanted to travel everywhere 
to wipe my tears." The former 
Chief Minister wrote, "If I do jus-
tice to my Janmabhoomi, then 
only I will be able to do justice to 
my Karmabhoomi. I am very grate-

ful to the Punjab Congress and the 
people of Punjab for their continu-
ous blessings and moral support. 
I have a deep emotional attach-
ment to the land of saints, gurus, 
the land of Nanak Dev Ji and Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji. I have decided 
that I must urge the party leader-
ship that in the next few months I 
can completely devote all the time 
to Uttarakhand so I should be re-

lieved of my present responsibility 
in Punjab." Asked about the news 
of former Punjab Chief Minister 
Amarinder Singh forming an alli-
ance with the BJP, Rawat said, "If 
he does so, he will suffer a lot." He 
said, "The decision of Amarinder 
Singh joining the BJP will not affect 
our party since the people of Pun-
jab have made up their minds that 
the Central government will not be 

forgiven for passing the three farm 
laws." "The BJP is not going to gain 
from the alliance with Amarinder 
Singh and it will be the latter's loss 
if he decides to form an alliance 
with the BJP." On September 18, 
Amarinder Singh had resigned as 
the Punjab Chief Minister. Since 
then speculation is rife that he is 
quitting the Congress and will form 
a new party.

Harish Rawat meets Rahul Gandhi, wants to quit as Punjab Cong in-charge

Bhopal, Oct 20 (UNI) 
Heavy rains have severely 
impacted farmers in Mad-
hya Pradesh and caused 
widespread damage to 
their crops. The state gov-
ernment has, however, as-
sured all possible help to 
overcome the loss to life 
and property.

Farmers living in many 
parts of the state are not 
able to buy fertilizers these 
days as the rains caused 
heavy losses in many parts 
of the state. 

The Minister has said all 
Collectors have been di-
rected to immediately start 
conducting a survey to as-
sess the damage caused 
by rains as well as to as-
sess the damage caused 
to standing, and harvested 
crops and crops kept in 
barns due to unseasonal 
rains. The Congress party 
has sought the state gov-
ernment's help to com-
pensate for the damage 
caused by the rains. Farm-
er leader Dinesh Gurjar 
alleged that the prices of 
fertilizers, seeds, electricity 
etc have become expensive 
in the state. While the state 
government supporting 
mafias. Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan said crops 
have been damaged due 

to rains at several places 
in the state. Necessary re-
lief will be provided to the 
farmers affected by the 
rain for which instructions 
have been issued to carry 
out a survey. After the as-
sessment, the affected vic-
tims will be provided nec-
essary financial assistance.

Farmers will be provided 
the benefit of PM Fasal 
Bima Yojana for which nec-
essary arrangements will 
be made. The state gov-
ernment is standing firmly 
with the farmers to over-
come this situation and is 
a 'pro-farmer' government.

State Farmers Welfare 
and Agriculture Develop-
ment Minister, Kamal Patel 
has told the farmers that 
they need not be worried 
under any circumstances. 
"There is a pro-farmer gov-
ernment in the state. The 
problems faced by farmers 
is the responsibility of the 
state government, Patel 
added. The Minister has 
said all Collectors have 
been directed to imme-
diately start conducting a 
survey to assess the dam-
age caused by rains as well 
as to assess the damage 
caused to standing, and 
harvested crops and crops 
kept in barns due to unsea-
sonal rains.

Heavy rains affect 
farmers, damage 
crops in MP, govt 

assures help

New Delhi, Oct 20 
(UNI) Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Wednes-
day urged the officials 
of the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) and 
the Central Vigilance 
Commission (CVC) to 
rededicate themselves to 
abolish corruption from 
all walks of life. He ask 
the officials to strength-
en new India's policy of 
zero tolerance against 
corruption. Speaking 
about preventive vigi-
lance, he said it can be 
achieved with alertness 
and can be strengthened 
through technology and 
experience. "Along with 
technology and alert-
ness -- simplicity, clar-
ity and transparency 
in the processes will go 
a long way for preven-
tive vigilance which will 
simplify our work and 
save the resources of the 
country," Modi added. 
Addressing a joint meet-
ing of the CBI and CVC 
taking place at Gujarat's 
Kevadia through a video 
message, Modi said cor-
ruption takes away the 
rights of people and hin-
ders the pursuit of jus-
tice for all, the country's 

progress and affects the 
collective power of the 
country.

"In the last six-seven 
years, the government 
has succeeded in instill-
ing the confidence that 
it is possible to curb cor-
ruption. Today there is 
political will to attack 
corruption and continu-
ous improvement is be-

ing carried out at the 
administrative level," he 
added. "New India is no 
longer ready to accept 
that corruption is part of 
the system. Modi urged 
the CVC, CBI and other 
anti-corruption institu-
tions to remove such 
processes that come in 
the way of new India. 
"You need to strengthen 

new India's policy of 
zero tolerance against 
corruption. You need 
to implement laws in a 
way that the poor come 
closer to the system and 
the corrupt move out of 
it," the Prime Minister 
said. It wants its system 
transparent, efficient 
process and smooth 
governance," Modi said. 
His government does 
not mistrust the citizens 
and that is why many 
layers of verification of 
documents have been 
removed and many fa-
cilities like birth certifi-
cate and life certificate 
for pension are being 
delivered through tech-
nology without middle-
men, the Prime Minister 
added.Modi said this ap-
proach of trust and tech-
nology has strengthened 
efficient governance and 
ease of doing business, 
adding that many out-
dated rules regarding 
permissions and compli-
ances for the businesses 
have been removed and 
at the same time many 
strict laws in accor-
dance with present day 
challenges have been 
brought.

Speaking about pre-
ventive vigilance, he 
said it can be achieved 
with alertness and can 
be strengthened through 
technology and experi-
ence. "Along with tech-
nology and alertness 
-- simplicity, clarity and 
transparency in the pro-
cesses will go a long way 
for preventive vigilance 
which will simplify our 
work and save the re-
sources of the country," 
Modi added.

The Prime Minister 
exhorted the CBI and 
CVC officers not to de-
sist from taking action 
against corrupt people 
and ensure that there is 
no safe haven for any-
one who deceives the 
country and country-
men.Modi urged the 
CVC, CBI and other 
anti-corruption institu-
tions to remove such 
processes that come in 
the way of new India. 
"You need to strengthen 
new India's policy of 
zero tolerance against 
corruption. You need to 
implement laws in a way 
that the poor come clos-
er to the system and the 
corrupt move out of it.

Zero tolerance against corruption: 
PM to joint meet of CBI-CVC

Gujarat govt announces 
Rs 546 cr package for 

rain-hit farmers
Gandhinagar, Oct 20 

(UNI) The Gujarat gov-
ernment on Wednesday 
announced an over Rs 
500 crore relief package 
for the farmers affected 
by heavy rain in the four 
districts of Saurashtra, 
who suffered crop loss. 
Compensation of Rs 
13,000 per hectare would 
be paid to each of them 
for a maximum of two 
hectares. The govern-
ment is also in the pro-
cess of surveying other 
crop loss- affected areas 
of the state.

Addressing the me-
dia, Education Minister 
Jitu Vaghani said, "The 
Gujarat government has 
come up with a zero per-
cent interest loan from 
the revolving fund for 
the farmers who have 
been affected by crop 
loss in the heavy rains 
during the recent mon-
soon. The government 
has announced a Rs 546 
crore package for them. 
This package will ben-
efit around 2.82 lakh 
farmers of 662 villages in 
22 tehsils of Jamnagar, 
Rajkot, Porbandar and 

Junagadh districts in Gu-
jarat." The minister said 
that a survey will also 
be carried out in other 
areas of the state to as-
sess crop loss due to the 
heavy rain. "Right now 
the survey is in prog-
ress in Ahmedabad, Bo-
tad, Amreli, Bhavnagar, 
Surendranagar and 
Chotta Udepur districts 
for the crop loss. Besides 
these, there are also re-
ports of crop damage in 
the Panchmahals and 
Bharuch districts. We 
will be conducting a sur-
vey there also. After all 
these surveys, the affect-
ed farmers will benefit 
from the relief package," 
added Vaghani."The 
farmers will have to ap-

ply online to avail the 
benefits of this package. 
The Rs 15 application fee 
for this scheme will also 
be borne by the govern-
ment, so that the farmers 
won't have to pay any-
thing while applying," 
said Vaghani.The state 
government had or-
dered a survey to assess 
the damage following re-
ports of crop loss due to 
heavy showers in Saura-
shtra in September. Each 
eligible farmer would get 
a compensation of Rs 
13,000 per hectare with 
a limit of two hectares if 
the crop loss was equal 
or above 33 per cent  as 
per the Government 
Resolution (GR) that was 
issued on Tuesday. 

A meeting of CPI 
(M) leaders was 
held in Sangared-

dy town under the chair-
manship of District Sec-
retary Syed Jalaluddin.

Comrade Narayana 
Reddy Bhavan in San-
gareddy town was named 
as the chief guest for the 
event. K Narayana is the 
National Secretary of 
the CPI, Comrade Chada 
Venkat Reddy is the State 
Secretary of the CPI and 
Comrade Kunnamaneni 
Sambashivarao is the 
State.Deputy Secretary, 
Comrade vs Bose, Chief 
Secretary of State AITUC, 

Comrade YD Yusuf State 
Executive Secretary 
AITUC, Shri C. Damodar 
Raja Narasimha Former 
Deputy Chief Minis-
ter, Shri T. Jayaprakash 
Reddy MLA Sangareddy, 
Shri K. Manik Rao MLA 
Zaheerabad, Shri Chinta 
Prabhakar ex MLA San-
gareddy, Shri V Prakash 
Rao.State CPI Senior 
Leaders, Shri Manda 
Pawan, State CPI Work-
ing Committee Mem-
bers, Shramathi Bongula 
Vijaya Lakshmi Ravi, 
Municipal Chairperson 
Sangareddy, Mrs. Nir-
mala Jayaprakash Reddy, 

DCC Presidents, Shri Y. 
Narottam, Congress Se-
niorLeaders Zaheerabad, 
Shri. Biram Mallesam, 
CPI (M) District Secre-
tary, Sangareddy, Shri 
Tuljareddy, TJAC District 
President, Shri. Patan 
Cheruvu, Abdul Ma-
jeed Irshad Garu State 
Working Member WPI, 
Syed Masood.Hussain, a 
Congress leader, and KS 
Khaza Khan, a contrac-
tor, were in attendance. 
MA Rehman, Wazir 
Beg, Nurses, Mahaboob 
Khan, Chintu, Narender 
Reddy participated in 
the event.

Govt to release song to celebrate 
100cr vaccination mark

New Delhi, Oct 20 (GNS) As India is 
set to achieve the target of 100 crore 
vaccination dose, the Health Ministry 
has planned several events to mark the 
occasion. The milestone is expected 
to be achieved on Thursday.Union 
Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya 

will release a song and an audio visual 
fi lm to celebrate the landmark mile-
stone of administering 100 crore Co-
vid-19 vaccine doses.According to an 
offi cial press release, Mandaviya will 
release the fi lm and song at the Red 
Fort in the national capital.

GNS

GNS

GNS

GNS

GNS

GNS
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For a considerable period of time, 
I have been drawing attention to the 
cross-sectoral and cross-domain 
nature of the challenges that India 
confronts as it pursues its economic 
and developmental goals. There 
are strong feedback loops among 
different domains which must be 
made explicit.

There are interventions which 
appear to offer benefits in a 
particular domain but are cancelled 
out by negative fallout in another 
related domain. Similarly, some 
interventions are rejected due to 
insufficient benefit in one domain 
but which may offer collateral 
benefits in other domains.

If these collateral benefits were 
taken into account, investment in 
that intervention would be more than 
justified. Our existing accounting 
systems do not handle such 
feedback loops well. This exercise 
of cross-sectoral and cross-domain 
policy planning and intervention 
is all the more important today, 
given the overweening challenge of 
climate change. Virtually all project 
planning, especially of long-term 
infrastructure, must incorporate 
what has come to be known as 
‘climate proofing’.

Let me illustrate the importance 
of adopting such an approach to 
governance. The provision of a clean 
water supply is not only an aspect 
of water security but also of health 
security because contaminated water 
is a major contributor to ill health 
and disease. The use of chemical 
fertilisers and toxic pesticides may be 
important for food security but also 
contribute to the undermining of 
health security by the contamination 
of groundwater and the food chain. 
The apparent gain in food security 
is more than negated by losses 
incurred in mounting health costs. A 
better way of ensuring food security 
has to be found.

In Uttarakhand, in the vicinity of 
Kathgodam, there are hundreds of 
acres of hillsides which are covered 
by pine forests. These are the result 
of some very successful afforestation 
programmes. Pine was used because 
it is a fast-growing species and 
therefore the forest department 
targets could be more speedily 
achieved.

However, pine needles soon carpet 
the forest floor, stifling undergrowth 
and microbial life. They also prevent 
the recharging of underground 
water because rainwater runs off 
the pine needle-carpeted forest 
floor. Water supply to downstream 
farmlands and inhabited areas, 
then, reduces over time. Most of the 
downstream areas near Kathgodam 
have abandoned villages because of 
lack of water. What made sense for 
the forest department and counted 
as a success story proved to have 
very adverse collateral consequences 
in terms of water security and food 
security but these feedback loops 
did not figure in governmental 
calculations. These examples testify 
to the importance of coordinated 
planning and implementation of 
government programmes and of 
collaborative, whole of government 
approaches.

It is in this context that the PM’s 
recent announcement of the Gati 
Shakti National Master Plan is to be 
welcomed as a step in the direction 
of breaking down silos within 
the government and creating a 
culture of constant interaction, 
and hopefully, collaboration 
among different agencies. Gati 
Shakti relates to the Rs 100 trillion 
infrastructure plan announced 
earlier and is aimed at creating ‘a 
world-class, seamless multi-modal 
transport network in India’. It will 
utilise a digital platform developed 
by ISRO, which will connect 16 
ministries engaged in infrastructure 
development, enabling each to 
‘have visibility of each other’s 
activities providing critical data 
while planning and execution 
of projects in a comprehensive 
manner. Through this, different 
departments will be able to 
prioritise their projects through 
cross-sectoral interventions.’

Bring up to speedCHALLENGES IN INDIA’S BID TO BE MILITARY POWER

IMRAN AT PERIL OVER STANDOFF WITH DEEP STATE

In the revamp, over 70,000 employees of the erstwhile OFB have been transferred to the seven new DPSUs and this is being hailed as a re-
form that will enable India to develop a modern military industry. If the OFB was originally  ineffi ciency-riddled, it defi es logic as to how the 

new entities (with the same HR) in their corporate avatar will become ‘productive & profi table’.By C Uday Bhaskar

A long-delayed policy deci-
sion related to the revamp-
ing of India’s moribund 

defence production capability was 
formally unveiled by PM Narendra 
Modi on October 15 by way of the 
inauguration of seven new defence 
public sector units (DPSUs).

They have been culled from the 
venerable Ordnance Factory Board 
(OFB) that had 41 disparate units 
spread across the country. They 
have now been corporatised as 
seven new entities.

The OFB, which traces its origin 
to 1801 and the East India Com-
pany, is now a closed chapter and 
a part of Indian history.

In his address, PM Modi dwelt 
on the Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-
reliant India) initiative that he has 
championed. He declared that the 
abiding goal was to make India a 
major military power through its 
own efforts.

Describing this revamp of the 
OFB as part of the “new resolutions 
to build a new future” as India 
entered its 75th year of Indepen-
dence, he added that “many major 
reforms have happened in the de-
fence sector” on his watch.

This resolve by the PM to turn 
India into a major military power 
(“Bharat ko apne dum par duniya 
ki badi sainya taakat banana hai”) 
is welcome and unexceptionable.

It has a special resonance against 
the backdrop of October 20 and the 
‘surprise’ attack by China on that 
day in 1962.

At the time, PM Nehru and his 
higher defence management team 
were stunned and the ill-equipped 
Indian military was routed despite 
the gallantry and professionalism 
of the Army at the tactical level.

Almost six decades later, there is 
a sense of déjà vu. In the last year, 
the China challenge has morphed 
from the Galwan setback in Ladakh 
(June 2021) to the more recent in-
cursions by the PLA in the central 
and eastern sectors of the disputed 
Line of Actual Control (LAC).The 
13th round of Corps Command-
ers’ talks (on October 10) failed to 
resolve the impasse and it is esti-

mated that as many as 50,000 PLA 
troops will be strung across the un-
easy LAC for an extended period.

Hence, this winter will be chal-
lenging for the Indian military. 
The Army Chief, General Manoj 
Naravane, has cautioned that “it 
is a matter of concern that the 
large-scale build-up has occurred 
and continues to be in place; and 
to sustain that kind of a build-up, 
there has been an equal amount of 
infrastructure development on the 
Chinese side.” He added:

“So, it means that they (China) 
are there to stay. We are keeping a 
close watch on all these develop-
ments, but if they are there to stay, 
we are there to stay too.

In the revamp, over 70,000 em-
ployees of the erstwhile OFB have 
been transferred to the seven new 
DPSUs and this is being hailed as a 
reform that will enable India to de-
velop a modern military industry. If 
the OFB was originally ineffi ciency-
riddled, it defi es logic as to how the 
new entities (with the same HR) in 
their corporate avatar will become 

‘productive & profi table’.”On the 
politico-diplomatic front, tension 
increased with the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry issuing a terse statement 
protesting the visit of Vice-Presi-
dent Venkaiah Naidu to Arunachal 
Pradesh and asking India to “stop 
taking actions that would com-
plicate and expand the boundary 
issue.”Delhi was quick in ‘rejecting’ 
it with a rejoinder that “Arunachal 
Pradesh is an integral and inalien-
able part of India.”

The more grave development 
is the preliminary agreement ar-
rived at between China and Bhu-
tan (October 14) to resolve their 
long-pending boundary dispute 
and what is of considerable import 
is that Delhi was totally out of the 
loop apropos this bilateral meet-
ing.The enormity of this develop-
ment is multi-layered for India. 
Not only is this a diplomatic set-
back for Delhi which traditionally 
guided Bhutan’s foreign policy but 
it also points to the Chinese foot-
print being extended in the Indian 
periphery with a country consid-

ered to be India’s closest and most 
special neighbour.It would be pre-
mature to suggest that Bhutan will 
go down the Sri Lanka-Nepal path 
in the consolidation of the Chinese 
presence, but the Doklam tri-junc-
tion has a critical locus for India by 
way of the proximity to the slender 
‘chicken’s neck’ corridor that con-
nects the Indian heartland to the 
North-East.

While there is little doubt that 
the India of 2021 is not that of 
1962 and is now a nuclear weapon 
power, the correspondence lies in 
the refusal by Delhi to objectively 
review its composite military index 
and the attendant implications in 
relation to managing the troubled 
bilateral relationship with China.

The amber lights were fl ickering 
in March 2018 when the report of 
the Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Defence observed that 
the prevailing fund allocation “is not 
supportive to the inevitable needs of 
the Army” and added that there are 
“huge defi ciencies and obsolescence 
of weapons, stores and ammunition 

existing in the Indian Army.” The 
report further said that almost two-
third of the equipment inventory of 
the Army was deemed to be “vin-
tage”.Much the same applies to the 
Indian Air Force and the depletion in 
combat air power is stark.

While the pressure on the na-
tional exchequer due to Covid is 
understandable and belt-tighten-
ing in the budgetary allocation is 
inevitable, the reality check about 
the military modernisation blue-
print is distressing.The Defence 
Budget of 2021 saw capital allo-
cation slashed by more than Rs 
76,000 crore and the OFB revamp 
is illustrative about taking recourse 
to misleading rhetoric.

The PM’s exhortation to make 
India a major military power on 
the back of its own effort is laud-
able and the corporatisation of the 
OFB is being held up as an example 
of this resolve.

The OFB’s track record in pro-
viding high quality products in a 
cost-effective and timely manner 
to the Army has been well below 
par and these lapses have been 
highlighted in many CAG reports.

In the so-called revamp, over 
70,000 employees of the erstwhile 
OFB have been transferred to the 
seven new DPSUs, including their 
senior leadership, and this is being 
hailed as a major reform that will 
enable India to develop a modern 
military industry.

If the OFB was riddled with in-
effi ciency and corruption in its 
original identity, it defi es logic as 
to how the seven new entities (with 
the same HR) in their corporate av-
atar will become “productive and 
profi table assets”, as envisioned by 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh.

The OFB’s inability to design 
and produce high-quality personal 
weapons for the Indian soldiers is 
a grim reminder of the daunting 
R&D challenges that India faces as 
it strives to become a reasonably 
self-reliant military power. Resort-
ing to make-believe in matters of 
national security can have disas-
trous consequences, as October 
1962 demonstrated.

The discord between Pakistani 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
and military commanders, 

especially the army chief, General 
Bajwa, could have only one vic-
tim — even if Pakistan’s past isn’t 
a precedence, when prime minis-
ters were shown the door — and 
that would be Imran Khan because 
Khan has been widely referred to 
as a ‘selected’, and not an elected, 
prime minister.

And the man who ensured his 
selection was the very army chief, 
General Bajwa, whom Imran seems 
to be now standing up to. Their ap-
parent disagreement is about the 
tenure of the current ISI chief, Lt 
Gen Faiz Hameed, who ran into 
trouble with his military bosses 
in the GHQ, Rawalpindi, when he 
had rushed to Kabul in September 
— without the knowledge of the 
army’s brass hats — to ensure that 
the ISI-orchestrated takeover of Af-
ghanistan had a ‘happy’ ending (for 
the ISI) when the Taliban’s govern-
ment was sworn in.

General Hameed not only had 
the Taliban’s PM-aspirant Mullah 
Baradar beaten up by the hoods 
of the Haqqani group, but he also 
ensured that more than 20 out of 
the 33 cabinet appointees of the 
new Taliban regime were the men 
whom the ISI had control over. But 
that wasn’t all.

The Pakistan army’s unending 
denials about its role in Afghanistan, 
when the US and NATO forces were 
at a loss on how to succeed against 
the challenge posed by the Taliban, 
was fi nally a secret no more when 
Lt-Gen Hameed was spotted hav-
ing tea with the Pakistani envoy at 

a Kabul hotel where many foreign 
journalists were staying.

Moreover, General Hameed had 
cockily, on that occasion, also re-
sponded to a journalist’s question 
about the future of Afghanistan, 
saying: “Don’t worry, everything 
will be okay.”

This incident was duly photo-
graphed and it laid bare the Paki-
stan army’s overt role in the Tali-
ban’s victory march into Kabul. 
The military brass hats were visibly 
upset — as their great game was ex-
posed — at General Hameed’s reck-
less behaviour. He was summoned 
to the GHQ, Rawalpindi, the ISI fl ag 
was removed from his car, and he 
was marched up to the army’s Ad-
jutant-General and issued a ‘show- 
cause’ notice. Hameed was asked to 
submit an unconditional apology to 
the army chief or face disciplinary 
action.As any military man would 

know, you can’t challenge the mili-
tary’s hierarchy — especially so in 
Pakistan — and get away with it. He 
apologised.

But he soon received a posting 
order, with Lt Gen Nadeem Anjum 
being appointed as the new chief 
of the Inter-Services Intelligence 
(ISI) and Lt Gen Faiz Hameed being 
posted out as Commander of the 
Peshawar-based Corps XI, where 
he’ll still remain relevant for Paki-
stan’s great game in Afghanistan.

But this is where Imran Khan 
comes in. In Pakistan, stated cus-
tom and procedure requires the 
prime minister to approve the ap-
pointments of the army chief and 
the DG ISI. All other military ap-
pointments are left to the wisdom 
of the generals in the GHQ, Rawal-
pindi.So, Imran has asked for Lt 
Gen Hameed to continue as the 
DG ISI, but the army’s brass hats 

want him posted out as General 
Hameed’s tenure has been marred 
by controversies — even before he 
undertook that cavalier visit to Ka-
bul, and this had often kept the ISI 
under the media’s spotlight.

In fact, there were concerns 
about his behaviour dating back to 
his days at the ISI as head of inter-
nal security. It can be argued that 
Imran is trying to hold on to the DG 
ISI to prevent being browbeaten by 
General Bajwa.

Historically, whenever the two — 
the army and the ISI chief — have 
worked in cohesion, they have 
quickly put an end to the prime min-
ister’s tenure. But even if a prime 
minister tries to use one against the 
other — as Nawaz Sharif did when 
he removed General Musharraf as 
he was fl ying back to Pakistan from 
Colombo, briefl y replacing him 
with Lt Gen K Ziauddin Ahmed — 

the army chief prevails, as did Gen-
eral Musharraf. Nawaz was booted 
out of offi ce and was lucky to get 
away without being hanged!So, if 
Imran Khan hasn’t learnt from his-
tory and has become a victim of 
delusion or the hushed whispers of 
his advisers — and he assumes that 
he’s now happily saddled in his seat 
— he could be repeating history to 
his own peril.

Imran claims that Lt Gen Ha-
meed must stay on as the DG ISI for 
reasons of national security, argu-
ing that Hameed knows the players 
and the situation in Afghanistan 
rather well. But in any army, no-
body operates in isolation — not 
even the army chief — and hence, 
any other DG ISI could be educated 
in the agency’s deep, dark secrets 
very quickly.

But the generals in Pakistan are 
apparently behind Bajwa on this 
count as many postings are linked 
to Hameed’s move. Moreover, the 
Pakistan army says that Hameed 
must command a corps to be in 
contention to be the army chief af-
ter Bajwa.

Coincidentally, General Bajwa 
was given an extension in his ap-
pointment as army chief by Imran 
by citing ‘national security’ con-
cerns. This had upset the ambitions 
of a few contenders for Bajwa’s post 
and though they were placated 
with post-retirement appointments 
that were prestigious and lucrative, 
nothing comes close to being Paki-
stan’s army chief.As for General 
Bajwa, now he has gone through 
the charade of meeting the prime 
minister to convince him that his 
stand is upsetting the brass hats. 
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UK records highest daily Covid death 
toll since early March

SL delegation of over 100 joins inaugural int’l flight to Kushinagar

13 killed in Damascus 
army bus explosion

‘People of Afghanistan will confront 
economic, security challenges’

216 illegal migrants rescued 
off Libyan coast

Former German troops arrest-
ed over alleged terror plot

London, Oct 20 (IANS) The UK 
reported another 223 coronavi-
rus-related deaths, the highest 
number of fatalities recorded in 
one day since 231 were recorded 
on March 9, according to official 
figures released Tuesday.

The total number of corona-
virus-related deaths in Britain 
now stands at 138,852. These 
figures only include the deaths 
of people who died within 28 
days of their first positive test, 
Xinhua news agency reported.

Another 43,738 people in the 
UK have tested positive for Co-
vid-19 as the country recorded 
more than 40,000 Covid cases 
on the seventh consecutive day. 
It brought the total number of 

coronavirus cases in the country 
to 8,541,192.

There are currently 7,749 pa-
tients in hospital with Covid-19.

The latest data came after the 
country reported 49,156 cases of 
Covid-19 on Monday, marking 

the largest daily rise since lock-
down rules ended in England 
three months ago.

The UK Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson’s official spokesperson 
said Downing Street was keep-
ing a “very close watch” on the 

latest statistics, but suggested 
case rates, hospitalisations and 
deaths were “still broadly in line 
with” government modeling as 
the UK has lifted most Covid re-
strictions.

Adam Finn, a professor of 
paediatrics at the University 
of Bristol and a member of the 
Joint Committee on Vaccina-
tion and Immunisation (JCVI), 
said the “very rapid rise” in the 
number of cases in the country 
is a “reflection of how people are 
behaving”.

“Nobody” appears to be wear-
ing masks inside anymore, add-
ing he doubts few people are do-
ing lateral flow tests as required, 
he told Sky News.

Colombo, Oct 20 (IANS) 
Inaugural flights to histori-
cally and religiously impor-
tant town of Kushinagar in 
India’s Uttar Pradesh state 
will be landed from Colombo 
carrying state and religious 
delegation from Sri Lanka, 
the Indian High Commission 
in Colombo stated.

The delegation from Sri 
Lanka on the inaugural flight 
led by Sports Minister and 
Prime Minister Mahinda 
Rajapaksa’s son, Namal Ra-
japaksa includes four State 
Ministers and nearly 100 
senior Buddhist monks, be-
longing to different sects and 
prominent temples, spread 
across Sri Lanka. Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi is scheduled to inaugu-
rate the International Airport 
in Kushinagar on Wednesday 
on the auspicious Vap Poya 
Day with the maiden interna-
tional flight operating from 
Colombo to Kushinagar.

In August this year, Modi 
through the High Commis-
sioner of India Gopal Baglay, 
had informed Sri Lankan 
Prime Minister Mahinda Ra-
japaksa that India would like 
Sri Lanka to send the first 
international flight to the 
newly upgraded Kushinagar 
airport.

Again in September, Modi 
during the Virtual Bilateral 
Summit with Rajapaksa an-
nounced that the first inter-
national flight to Kushinagar 

would be for a group of Sri 
Lankan pilgrims. Kushinagar 
in the northern Indian state 
of Uttar Pradesh is significant 
to Sri Lanka’s Buddhist pil-
grims since the airport is lo-
cated near a number of sites 
sacred to Buddhists.

It has a pre-eminent posi-
tion given that The Buddha 
attained Mahaparinirvana.

“Considered to be a focal 
point of the Buddhist Circuit 
in India, the new interna-
tional airport in Kushinagar is 
likely to strengthen people to 
people interactions between 
India and Sri Lanka substan-
tially,” the High Commission 
in Colombo stated. “The 
inaugural flight not only un-
derscores the deep people 

to people linkages but also 
millennia old civilisational 
ties between the two neigh-
bouring countries. Buddhism 
is central to the abiding cul-
tural, spiritual and linguistic 
bonds in this bilateral rela-
tionship.”

The Sri Lankan delegation 
is also to visit Varanasi during 
their stay in India and special 
prayers are to be held at the 
Kashi Vishwanath Temple for 
the delegation on Wednesday.

Additionally, the sacred 
Kapilavastu Buddha relics 
from Sri Lanka will also travel 
on the inaugural flight and 
the sacred relics will be cer-
emonially brought on board 
the first international flight 
to Kushinagar by Most Ven. 

Waskaduwe Mahindawamsa 
Nayaka Thero, the present 
custodian of the relics.

“The sacred relics will be 
received with due reverence 
at the new international air-
port in Kushinagar on arrival 
and will be accorded full State 
honours by the government 
of India,” the High Commis-
sion stated. Exposition of the 
relics is to be held in several 
Indian cities including Kushi-
nagar and Sarnath.

The sacred Piprahwa rel-
ics which are the only docu-
mented authentic relics of 
The Buddha in Sri Lanka 
were discovered in the late 
19th century in India and 
form a part of the Kapila-
vastu relics.

Damascus, Oct 20 
(IANS) At least 13 people 
were killed and three oth-
ers wounded in a bomb 
attack on an army bus 
in central Damascus on 
Wednesday, state news 
agency SANA reported.

People heard the sound 
of a powerful explo-
sion early Wednesday, 
which appeared later to 
be roadside bombs tar-
geting a military passen-
ger bus passing near the 
President Bridge in the 
heart of the Syrian capi-
tal, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

Following the explo-
sion, a bomb squad 
found a third explosive 
device and dismantled it, 
it added.

Meanwhile, the state 
news agency posted pho-
tos of a charred passenger 
bus with military person-
nel around it checking 
the situation.

The President Bridge is 
a very busy area in Da-
mascus where the main 
transportation station, 
which connects the capi-
tal through dozens of 
buses, mini buses and 
mini vans, is located.

 New Delhi, Oct 20 
(IANS) US outgoing spe-
cial envoy for Afghani-
stan Zalmay Khalilzad 
has warned that the end 
of the war is not the final 
chapter as the people of 
Afghanistan will confront 
economic and security 
challenges, Khaama Press 
reported.

Khalilzad in a series of 
Twitter posts officially 
confirmed his resignation 
from the post of special 
representative of the US 
to Afghanistan’s reconcil-
iation and welcomed his 
deputy Thomas West to 
the post.

US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken had 
praised him and expressed 
gratitude for all his efforts 
as their special envoy to 
his native country. US 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken had praised him 
and expressed gratitude 

for all his efforts as their 
special envoy to his native 
country.

Khalilzad said that it was 
an honour for him to serve 
the people of America and 
added to remain commit-
ted to peace and stability 
in Afghanistan.

“I thank all my col-
leagues at the State De-
partment, Pentagon, and 
intelligence community 
who joined me on this 
mission,” reads a tweet.

He served as US special 
representative for nearly 
three years and got the 
US-Taliban agreement 
signed but failed to make 
the Taliban and Afghan 
government reach an 
agreement.

Former Afghan officials 
and Afghan people criti-
cize his mission though 
the Taliban foreign min-
istry said that they made 
progress with Khalilzad.

Tripoli, Oct 20 (IANS) The United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) said that 216 illegal mi-
grants were rescued off Libya’s west-
ern coast. “Last two nights, 2 boats 
with a total of 216 persons aboard 
were returned to Zawiya and Tripoli,” 
UNHCR tweeted on Tuesday.

No missing persons were reported, 
and medical care, food and water 
were provided, it said, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Almost 400 illegal migrants were res-
cued off the Libyan coast and returned 
to Libya in the past week, said the In-
ternational Organization for Migration 
(IOM) also on Tuesday. Libya has been 
suffering insecurity and chaos since 
the fall of its leader Muammar Gad-
dafi in 2011, making the North African 

country a preferred point of departure 
for illegal migrants who want to cross 
the Mediterranean Sea to European 
shores.

So far in 2021, a total of 26,705 il-
legal migrants, including women 
and children, have been rescued, 
while 493 died and 686 went missing 
off the Libyan coast on the Central 
Mediterranean route, according to 
the IOM.

Berlin, Oct 20 (IANS) Two former 
German soldiers have been arrest-
ed on suspicion of trying to form a 
terrorist mercenary force to fight in 
Yemen’s civil war, officials said.

The former soldiers -- Arend-Ad-
olf G and Achim A, face terrorism 
charges after police raids in south-
ern Germany on Wednesday, the 
BBC reported.

They allegedly planned to recruit 
up to 150 men for a private army 
made up of former police officers 
and soldiers.

According to prosecutors, they 
wanted to offer their services to 
Saudi Arabia’s government for il-
legal missions in Yemen.

Yemen has been racked by a 
civil war between the Saudi Arabia-
backed internationally recognised 
government and the armed Houthi 
movement since 2014.

Saudi Arabia entered the civil war 
in 2015 shortly after the capture of 
the capital, Sanaa, by the Houthis, 
who are supported by Iran.

The accused former soldiers 
wanted Saudi Arabia to finance 
their private operations in Yemen, 
prosecutors in Germany said.

The men tried to approach Saudi 
Arabian government agencies but 
they received no response and 
their efforts were unsuccessful.

In a statement, federal prosecu-
tors outlined extensive and serious 
allegations against the two “ring-
leaders”, who had “military knowl-
edge and skills”.

The prosecutors allege that Ar-
end-Adolf G and Achim A decided 
to set up a mercenary force under 
their exclusive command at the 
start of 2021. They planned to pay 
each member of their unit a wage 
of about 40,000 euros ($46,400) a 
month for their services, prosecu-
tors said.

Arend-Adolf G had allegedly al-
ready tried to recruit at least seven 
people.

Germany’s Spiegel magazine, 
which first reported the arrests, 
said the mercenary force was sup-
posed to attack and capture areas 
held by the Houthi rebels in Ye-
men, according to BBC.

Arend-Adolf G and Achim A “ex-
pected civilians to be killed and in-
jured in connection with fighting” 
in Yemen, prosecutors said.

Kabul, Oct 20 (IANS) 
Scores of families affected 
by latest terrorist attacks in 
two Afghan provinces have 
received humanitarian aid 
provided by Iran, local offi-
cials have confirmed.

At least 93 worshippers 
were killed and more than 
230 people wounded in sui-
cide bomb attacks against 
two Shiite Muslim mosques 
during Friday prayers in 
northern Kunduz and south-
ern Kandahar provinces ear-
lier this month, Xinhua New 
Agency reported.

In northern Kunduz prov-
ince, 240 families of victims 
were provided food and 
non-food items on Monday 
morning, Matiullah Rohani, 
director of provincial infor-
mation and culture director-
ate, told Xinhua.

The assistance was dis-
patched to Kunduz airport a 
couple of days ago by planes, 
the official said.

Earlier on Monday, two 
planes transported 35 tons 
of relief goods consignment, 
including 10 tons of medi-
cines, from Iran to Kandahar 
International Airport, ac-
cording to Hafiz Abdul Hai, 
head of provincial health di-
rectorate.

A total of 30 patients, who 
sustained serious wounds, 
will be shifted to Iran from a 
regional hospital in Kanda-
har city, capital of Kandahar, 
the official noted.

The affiliates of Islamic 
State (IS) claimed responsi-
bility for the deadly explo-
sions that occurred on Oc-
tober 15 and October 8 in 
Afghanistan.

Washington, Oct 20 
(IANS) The US remains 
ready to engage with 
North Korea anytime and 
anywhere, White House 
Press Secretary Jen Psa-
ki has said, adding that 
North Korea’s missile tests 
underscored the urgent 
need to engage with the 
reclusive state.

North Korea fired a sub-
marine-launched ballistic 
missile on Tuesday, mark-
ing its eighth missile test 

so far this year, Yonhap 
news agency reported.

“These launches also 
underscore the urgent 
need for dialogue and 
diplomacy. Our offer re-
mains to meet anywhere, 
anytime without precon-
ditions,” the White House 
Press Secretary told a daily 
press briefing.

“We call on the DPRK to 
refrain from further prov-
ocations and engage in 
sustained and substantive 

dialogue,” she added, re-
ferring to North Korea by 
its official name, the Dem-
ocratic People’s Republic 
of Korea.

The State Department 
earlier condemned the lat-
est North Korean missile 
test, calling it a “violation 
of multiple UN Security 
Council resolutions.”

North Korea remains 
unresponsive to US over-
tures. It has also stayed 
away from talks with the 

US since early 2019. Psaki 
reaffirmed the US’ com-
mitment to working with 
its allies while also reiter-
ating US commitment to 
the defence of South Korea 
and Japan.

“Our commitment to the 
defence of the Republic of 
Korea and Japan remains 
ironclad,” said Psaki, re-
ferring to South Korea by 
its official name.

Her remarks came after 
US Special Representa-

tive for North Korea, Sung 
Kim met trilaterally with 
his South Korean and 
Japanese counterparts in 
Washington earlier in the 
day.

“So we remain prepared 
to engage in diplomacy 
with the North Korea, and 
also, of course, to work 
closely with our allies and 
partners on addressing 
this as it proceeds,” the 
White House press secre-
tary said.

Moscow, Oct 20 (IANS) Russian President 
Vladimir Putin will not attend the COP26 
climate summit at Glasgow in Scotland, the 
Kremlin said on Wednesday.

No reason was given for the decision not 
to attend, but a Kremlin spokesperson said 
climate change was an “important” priority 
for Russia, the BBC reported.

“Unfortunately, Putin will not fly to 
Glasgow,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters, adding that climate 
change was “one of our foreign policy’s 
most important priorities”.

COP26 takes place in Scotland’s largest 
city from October 31 to November 12.

Russia’s decision is seen as a blow to ef-
forts to get leaders to negotiate a new deal to 
stall rising global temperatures.

Putin has not commented on the official 

announcement but speaking at an interna-
tional energy forum in Moscow on October 
13, the Russian leader cited the coronavirus 
pandemic as a factor in his decision to travel.

“I am not sure yet if I will attend (COP26) 
in person, but I will certainly take part in it,” 
he added. Chinese President Xi Jinping is 
also unlikely to attend, though

Chinese officials have reportedly not en-
tirely ruled out a change of plans.

Earlier in October, Australian Prime Min-
ister Scott Morrison attracted widespread 
criticism for suggesting he might skip the 
summit but he later announced that he 
would indeed attend.

COP26 is the biggest climate change con-
ference since landmark talks in Paris in 2015. 
Some 200 countries are being asked for their 
plans to cut emissions by 203

Iran lends help to people affect-
ed in Afghan mosque attacks

N.Korean missile launch underscores ‘urgent’ need for dialogue: White House

Putin not to attend COP26 
climate summit
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T20 WORLD CUP: ROHIT FINDS HIS GROOVE AS INDIA OUTPLAY AUSTRALIA IN 
FINAL WARM-UP; ALSO ENTER KOHLI THE ‘6TH BOWLER’

Bitcoin sets high,
 tops $66,000 on main-
streaming excitement

Former Australia batsman 
Michael Slater arrested 
after domestic incident 

IMF CHIEF ECONOMIST GITA GOPINATH TO LEAVE 
JOB AND RETURN TO HARVARD UNIVERSITY

Markets skid for 2nd day as profit-booking takes hold

Dubai,  Oct 20 (GNS) India 
fi ne-tuned their T20 World 
Cup preparations with a con-
vincing nine-wicket win over 
Australia in their fi nal warm-
up game here on Wednesday 
but the sixth bowler’s slot re-
mained a worry as even Virat 
Kohli rolled his arm over going 
into the tournament proper.
Captaining the side with Kohli 
only taking the fi eld to bowl, 
Rohit Sharma (60 retired off 
41) showed sublime touch 

alongside opening partner 
K L Rahul (39 off 31) as India 
chased down Australia’s 152 
for fi ve in 17.5 overs.

Suryakumar Yadav (38 not 
out off 27) came at num-
ber three in Kohli’s absence 
and got valuable time in the 
middle which should boost 
his confi dence going ahead.
Hardik Pandya (14 not out off 
8) came at four to fi nish the 
game and he did it with a clean 
hit over the bowler’s head.

Another plus for India was 
seasoned pacer Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar fi nding rhythm after a 
poor outing against England. 
India had also beaten England 
in their earlier practice game.

The batting department 
looks more or less settled and 
the fi ve specialist bowlers 
also inspire confi dence but 
the same can’t be said about 
the extra bowling option with 
Hardik not bringing his all-
round skills to the table at the 

moment.“Hardik is coming 
along pretty well, but it’ll be 
a while before he will start to 
bowl. He hasn’t started bowl-
ing, but he should be ready by 
the start of the tournament,” 
said Rohit at the toss for the 
warm-up match against Aus-
tralia.The team management 
is hoping he will be ready to 
bowl during India’s World 
Cup campaign which be-
gins with the marquee clash 
against Pakistan on Sunday.

Washington, Oct 20 (GNS) 
IMF’s Chief Economist Gita 
Gopinath will leave her job 
in January next year and re-
turn to the prestigious Har-
vard University, according 
to the global fi nancial insti-
tution.

The 49-year-old promi-
nent Indian-American 
economist had joined the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) as Chief Econo-
mist in January 2019.

She was the John 
Zwaanstra Professor of In-
ternational Studies and 
Economics at Harvard Uni-
versity when she joined the 
Washington-based global 
lender.IMF Managing Di-
rector Kristalina Georgieva 
on Tuesday announced 
that the search for Gopi-

nath’s successor would 
begin shortly.“Gita’s con-
tribution to the Fund and 
our membership has been 
truly remarkable -- quite 
simply, her impact on the 
IMF’s work has been tre-

mendous,” Georgieva said.
Mysuru-born Gopinath is 
the fi rst-ever woman Chief 
Economist of the IMF.

Harvard University had 
extended her leave of ab-
sence on an exceptional 
basis by one year, which has 
allowed her to serve as Chief 
Economist at the IMF for 
three years.

“She made history as the 
fi rst female Chief Economist 
of the Fund and we benefi ted 
immensely from her sharp 
intellect and deep knowledge 
of international fi nance and 
macroeconomics as we navi-
gate through the worst eco-
nomic crisis since the Great 
Depression.“Gita also won 
the respect and admiration 
of colleagues in the Research 
Department across the Fund, 

and throughout the member-
ship for leading analytically 
rigorous work and policy-
relevant projects with high 
impact and infl uence,” Geor-
gieva said.

The IMF said that as part 
of her many signifi cant 
initiatives, Gopinath co-
authored the “Pandemic 
Paper” on how to end the 
COVID-19 pandemic that 
set globally endorsed targets 
for vaccinating the world.

This work led to the cre-
ation of the Multilateral Task 
Force made up of the lead-
ership of the IMF, the World 
Bank, the World Trade Or-
ganisation and the World 
Health Organisation to help 
end the pandemic and the 
establishment of a working 
group with vaccine manu-

facturers to identify trade 
barriers, supply bottlenecks, 
and accelerate delivery of 
vaccines to low- and lower-
middle income countries, the 
IMF said in a statement.

Among her other key ac-
complishments, Gopinath 
helped set up a Climate 
Change team inside the IMF 
to analyse, among other 
things, optimal climate miti-
gation policies.

“I would like to express my 
personal appreciation to Gita 
for her impressive contribu-
tions, her always wise counsel, 
her devotion for the mission 
of the Research Department 
and the Fund more broadly, 
as well as her widely recog-
nised inclusive and accessible 
approach to colleagues and 
staff,” Georgieva added.

New York, Oct 20 
(GNS) Bitcoin jumped 
to a record high 
Wednesday morning, 
topping $66,000, as it 
rides a wave of excite-
ment about getting 
further mainstreamed 
by the financial estab-
lishment.

Bitcoin was trading 
at $66,109 as of 10:04 
am Eastern time.

It rallied back af-
ter sinking below 
$30,000 during the 
summer to top its 
prior record set in 
April. That prior all-
time high was nearly 
$64,889, according to 
Coindesk.A day earli-

er, the first exchange-
traded fund linked 
to Bitcoin attracted 
huge interest from 
investors looking to 
get into the surging 
field of cryptocur-
rencies. Shares of the 
ProShares BitCoin 
Strategy ETF changed 
hands 24.1 million in 

a resounding debut.
The ETF doesn’t in-
vest directly in Bit-
coin.It instead invests 
in the futures mar-
ket tied to Bitcoin, 
but the industry sees 
the ETF as offering a 
way for a new class 
of investors to get in-
volved in Bitcoin. 

Mumbai, Oct 20 (GNS) The 
Sensex slumped 456 points 
while the Nifty closed below the 
18,300-level on Wednesday as 
market participants pared ex-
posure to overbought counters 
for the second straight session.

Midcap and smallcap stocks 
too saw heavy selling amid con-
cerns over frothy valuations, 
traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
ended 456.09 points or 0.74 per 
cent lower at 61,259.96. Simi-
larly, the NSE Nifty dropped 
152.15 points or 0.83 per cent to 
18,266.60.Titan was the top lag-

gard in the Sensex pack, shed-
ding 2.97 per cent, followed by 
HUL, NTPC, L&T, PowerGrid, 
Bajaj Finserv and M&M.

In contrast, Bharti Airtel led 
the gainers’ chart with a jump 
of 4.03 per cent. 

SBI, IndusInd Bank, Bajaj Fi-
nance, Axis Bank, ITC and HCL 
Tech were the other winners.

“Indices corrected quite 
meaningfully led by the ex-
pensive side of the market 
where valuations had got 
stretched,” said S Rangana-
than, Head of Research at LKP 
Securities.Almost all sectoral 

indices ended in the red, al-
though PSU banks were seen 
bucking the trend with inves-
tors cherry-picking for value 

in that pocket, he noted.Fur-
ther, he said the street is tak-
ing note of the cost pressures 
emanating from higher input 

costs in companies that do 
not possess the pricing power.

Vinod Nair, Head of Research 
at Geojit Financial Services, 
said, “The ongoing market cor-
rection is not an overreaction 
and can sustain in the near-
term due to high valuations. 
However, in the future Indian 
corporates will benefi t from 
the reforms and China plus one 
strategy which happened dur-
ing 2020-21.”

“Alongside, the long-term 
economy and market trend is 
intact due to further re-opening 
of the economy, low-interest 

cycle and fi scal and private 
spending. This correction will 
give leeway for value-buying...,” 
he added.Sectorally, BSE con-
sumer durables, basic materi-
als, metal, utilities and power 
indices lost as much as 3.36 per 
cent, while telecom closed in 
the green.Broader BSE midcap 
and smallcap indices plum-
meted up to 2.31 per cent.

World stocks extended their 
gains as healthy corporate 
earnings offset worries over 
high energy prices and supply 
chain bottlenecks.Elsewhere 
in Asia, bourses in Hong Kong 

and Tokyo closed higher, 
while Shanghai and Seoul 
were in the red.

Stock exchanges in Europe 
were trading mixed in mid-
session deals.Meanwhile, inter-
national oil benchmark Brent 
crude slipped 0.82 per cent to 
USD 84.38 per barrel.

The rupee surged by 47 paise 
to close at 74.88 against the US 
dollar on Wednesday.Foreign 
institutional investors were 
net sellers in the capital market 
on Tuesday, as they offl oaded 
shares worth Rs 505.79 crore, 
according to exchange data.

PV Sindhu 
makes 

winning 
return

Odense (Denmark), Oct 20 
(GNS) Returning to action 
after a break, two-time Olym-
pics medallist PV Sindhu saw 
off Turkey’s Neslihan Yigit in 
straight games to enter the 
second round of the Denmark 
Open here today. In the men’s 
section, her compatriots Kid-
ambi Srikanth and Sameer 
Verma too moved into the 
second round.

Sindhu, the reigning world 
champion, took 30 minutes 
to get past Yigit, ranked 29th, 
21-12 21-10 in her women’s 
singles opener of the BWF 
World Tour Super 1000 tour-
nament. The fourth seeded 
Indian, who had skipped the 
Sudirman and Uber Cup Final 
after the Tokyo Olympics, will 
next face Thailand’s Busanan 
Ongbamrungphan.

Former champion Srikanth 
and Verma also made winning 
starts to their campaigns at the 
$850,000 event. Srikanth, win-
ner here in 2017, outsmarted 
compatriot B Sai Praneeth 
21-14 21-11 in 30 minutes. 

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE: LIONEL MESSI 
SCORES 2 GOALS TO RESCUE PSG IN 3-2 

WIN OVER LEIPZIG
Paris, Oct 20 (GNS) Lionel 

Messi scored twice in quick 
succession, including an ex-
quisite Panenka-style pen-
alty, to rescue Paris Saint-
Germain as it rallied to beat 
Leipzig 3-2 at the Champions 
League after being dominat-
ed for long spells.

Messi equalised in the 
67th minute on Tuesday, 
poking home from close 
range after goalkeeper Peter 
Gulacsi tipped his first shot 
onto the post. He then sent 
Gulacsi diving to the left be-
fore dinking the ball softly 
down the middle for his 
third goal since joining PSG 
from Barcelona.

They have all come in the 
Champions League, with Kyl-
ian Mbappe setting up the 
fi rst two and winning the pen-
alty for Messi’s winner against 
Leipzig in the 74th minute.

Mbappe pointed straight at 
Messi to tell him he could take 
the spot kick.“It’s normal, it’s 
about respect,” Mbappe said.

“He’s the best player in the 
world. I’ve always said it’s a 
privilege to play with him.” It 
was the 34th time that Messi 

scored at least two goals in 
a Champions League game, 
bringing the Argentina cap-
tain’s total to 123 goals in the 
tournament. He remains sec-
ond to longtime rival Cristia-
no Ronaldo on 137.

Mbappe then took a penalty 
in the fourth minute of stop-
page time, awarded follow-
ing a video review for a foul 
on right back Achraf Hakimi, 

but he blazed it well over.
PSG is atop Group A with 
seven points, one more than 
Manchester City. Leipzig is 
last with no points.Mbappe 
opened the scoring with a 
ninth-minute goal.

But after that, the visitors 
took control by pressing 
high up the field and forcing 
panicky PSG into numerous 
errors. “(Were we) lucky, no? 

You make your own luck,” 
Mbappe said.“But of course, 
it was difficult, Leipzig 
played well.

We had some low spells 
which were perhaps a little bit 
too low.”Striker Andre Silva 
equalised in the 28th and mid-
fi elder Nordi Mukiele volleyed 
in powerfully in the 57th, with 
left back Angelino setting up 
both with his deft left foot.

Melbourne, Oct 20 (GNS)
Former Australia batsman 
Michael Slater has been ar-
rested in Sydney after a do-
mestic violence incident, 
Australian media reported on 
Wednesday.

Slater's manager Sean An-
derson declined to comment 
on the reports.

New South Wales (NSW) 
police said they had started 
an investigation on Tuesday 
into reports of a domestic 
violence incident last week.

"Following inquiries, de-
tectives attended a home at 
Manly about 9.20 am and 
spoke with a 51-year-old 
man. He has since been ar-

rested and taken to Manly 
police station," NSW Po-
lice said in a statement on 
Wednesday.

Opening batsman Slater 
played 74 tests from 1993-
2001 and 42 one-day interna-
tionals before becoming a fi x-
ture on Australian TV screens 
as a cricket commentator for 
15 years.

Slater was dumped from the 
Seven Network's cricket com-
mentary team last month after 
three years with the Australian 
broadcaster.The 51-year-old 
caused controversy in May 
after a furious tirade against 
Prime Minister Scott Morri-
son on social media.
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Dr Srinivas Vooradi

Dr Srinivas Vooradi

Dr Srinivas Vooradi

POLICE AND EXCISE OFFICIALS TOLD TO 
MAKE THE STATE DRUG FREE

KISHAN REDDY TO VISIT RAMAPPA 
TEMPLE ON OCTOBER 21

Rural development is nation’s
development: MINISTER ERRABELLI

Kothagudem DSP Venkeshwara Babu 
asks police officials to take action 

against anti-social elements

MLA SENTENCED 5 YEAR IN FAKE
 CERTIFICATE CASE

Many TDP leaders arrested in Andhra during protests

Hyderabad, Oct 20: 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao instructed 
the police and excise offi -
cials to wipe out Opium’s 
illegal cultivation, usage 
and stamp it down with 
fi rm feet. The CM ad-
dressed the high level 
meeting of offi cials from 
these two departments at 
Pragathi Bhavan here on 
Wednesday.

The CM said with re-
ports that the usage of 
cannabis (Ganja) was on 
the increase, there was an 
urgent need to declare all 
out war against the drug 
abuse. The CM said before 
the situation would go 
out of hands and become 
severe one should be on 
alert. He instructed the 
offi cials concerned to pre-
pare a comprehensive ac-
tion plan to totally eradi-
cate the ganja production.

“We have achieved 
Telangana State after 
a long fi ght. We have 
achieved several targets 
with development as the 
sole aim. With the de-
velopment that we have 
achieved in the agriculture 
sector, crops are being cul-
tivated in 1.30 Crore acres.

The state is marching 
ahead of Punjab in the ag-
riculture sector. Through 
Mission Bhagiratha, safe 
and pure drinking water 
is supplied to even re-
mote villages in the forest 
areas. We have achieved 
a wonderful result in the 
power sector.Whatever 
we have aspired to dur-
ing the Telangana state-
hood movement, we have 

been fulfi lling and march-
ing ahead. We have won 
appreciation within the 
country and world over.

99 percent of the world-
wide corporations are in-
vesting huge funds in the 
state. It is due to the excel-
lent law and order situa-
tion that our police with 
their professional skills 
and capabilities are main-
taining, we are able to 
attract such huge invest-
ments,” the CM said.

“We have successfully 
controlled extremism in 
the state. Behind this vic-
tory, there are sacrifi ces 
from the police force. They 
have waged a valiant fi ght. 
With this, the prestige 
and respect of the state 
has gone up. It is unfor-
tunate that while the state 
is making rapid strides in 
development, the avail-
ability of the banned drugs 
has increased,” the CM 
added.“If we do not re-
move this malady, there 

is a danger that the results 
of all the victories that we 
have registered so far will 
go to waste. The police 
and Excise department 
offi cials should take a seri-
ous note of these warning 
bells. I have convened this 
high level meeting with a 
lot of pain and concern.

One can assess the situ-
ation based on the reports 
that the estranged youth 
are forming WhatsApp 
groups, exchanging mes-
sages and taking drugs. 
Innocent youth are be-
coming prey to the drug 
peddlers. Due to usage 
of the banned drugs, the 
mental situation of youth 
will be harmed and it may 
lead to some of them com-
mitting suicides.

De-addiction is a com-
plicated and long proce-
dure. The government is 
ready to provide anything 
to you to control this. 
Eradicate the Ganja mafi a 
and don’t spare the crimi-

nals whoever they may 
be,” the CM said.The CM 
wanted the constitution 
of a special Cell with a DG 
level offi cer as the head. 
The CM instructed the 
Excise Commissioner Sar-
fraj Ahmed to strengthen 
the Enforcement Wing 
and the fl ying squads. He 
wanted special surveil-
lance at the educational 
institutions.

The CM wanted an in-
crease in the number of 
check posts at the State 
borders, strengthening of 
the communication net-
work and providing the re-
quired vehicles. He wanted 
the State Intelligence de-
partment to form a special 
wing. The CM made it clear 
that the offi cials who would 
help get good results in 
eradicating Ganja, would 
be given cash awards, 
rewards and special 
promotions.“Telangana 
police are regarded as the 
best police. Keep it up. 

Study the places in the 
country where Ganja is 
controlled effectively. Illicit 
liquor and playing cards 
clubs are again coming up 
in the State. In the past, 
women have appreciated 
the way the state govern-
ment has controlled the 
playing cards clubs.

Take stringent measures 
so that this malady is not 
surfaced again in the so-
ciety. Playing cards should 
end in the State. We have 
earned name in develop-
ment and welfare sectors 
in the country. The police 
and excise department 
should work in coordi-
nation and enhance the 
state’s prestige by totally 
eradicating this drug men-
ace and even the seeds of 
the cannabis should not be 
found in the State. Make 
our State as the drug-free 
State,” the CM instructed.

Home Minister Mah-
mood Ali, Excise Minister 
V. Srinivas Goud, former 
Minister Kadiam Srihari, 
Government’s Chief Ad-
visor Rajiv Sharma, Chief 
Secretary Somesh Kumar, 
Advisor (Home depart-
ment) Anurag Sharma, 
DGP M Mahender Reddy, 
CM Principal Secretary S 
Narsing Rao, Secretaries 
Smita Sabharwal, Seshadri, 
Rahul Bojja, Bhoopal Red-
dy, Rajsekhar Reddy and 
others participated.

Hyderabad, Oct 20 
(GNS) Union Minister for 
Culture, Tourism and De-
velopment of North East-
ern Region (DoNER) G 
Kishan Reddy will visit Ra-
mappa Temple at Palam-
pet in Mulugu district on 
Thursday to unveil the 
World Heritage plaque 
and inaugurate various 
public amenities. The Ra-
mappa temple is the fi rst 
World Heritage Site from 
Telangana State.Later, he 

will visit the Thousand 
Pillar Temple in Waran-
gal, apart from attending 
the light and sound show 

at Warangal Fort later in 
the evening.

During his day-long 
tour, the Union Minister 
will inaugurate the Tribal 
Circuit projects at Gat-
tamma enroute to Ra-
mappa under SWADESH 
Darshan scheme of the 
Union Tourism Ministry. 
As a part of this circuit, the 
Union Minister will begin 
the day by inaugurating 
the Haritha restaurant 
block at Gattamma.

Jangaon, Oct 20: Stat-
ing that the Telangana 
government led by Chief 
Minister K Chandrashek-
har Rao is striving for rural 
development, Minister for 
Panchayat Raj Errabelli 
Dayakar Rao said that ru-
ral development is a na-
tion’s development.

Inaugurating the  Gram 
Panchayat offi ce building 
constructed at a cost of Rs 
20 lakh at Banjara village 
in Devaruppula mandal 
in the district on Wednes-
day, he alleged that the 
previous governments 
had neglected the villages.

“We are taking several 
measures for the devel-
opment of the rural areas 
with a special thrust to the 
farm sector. We have im-
proved the irrigation facil-
ities by constructing huge 
projects, tanks, and check 
dams. We are offering 
subsidies for the drying 
platforms, implementing 
the Rythu Bheema insur-
ance, 24-hour electricity 
supply free of cost, and 

support price for vari-
ous crops with a focus on 
farmer welfare,” he said, 
adding that  Mission Bha-
giratha is providing safe 
drinking water to the peo-
ple in villages and towns.  
“For the elderly, widows, 
the disabled, elderly art-
ists,  ASARA pensions are 
being deposited in their 
accounts without any hin-
drance even during coro-
na pandemic,” he said.

Meanwhile, cheques 
worth Rs 21.48 lakh were 
distributed to 32 people 
under the Chief Minister’s 
Relief Fund (CMRF) at the 
meeting.  District Col-
lector CH Shivalingaiah 
said that the Chief Min-
ister and the Panchayat 
Raj Minister were taking 

care of the development 
of villages directly by al-
locating funds for the de-
velopment of the villages 
through various schemes 
with the intention of keep-
ing the villages clean and 
tidy.Earlier, the Minister 
garlanded the portrait 
of Maharshi Valmiki on 
the occasion of his birth 
anniversary. Additional 
Collector (Local Bodies) 
Abdul Hameed, Jangaon 
RDO Madhumohan, DPO 
K Rangachari, DRDO G 
Ram Reddy, ZP CEO L.S. 
Vijayalakshmi, MPP B Sa-
vitri Mallesam, local ZPTC 
Pallavi, Banjara Sarpanch 
Malothu Kavitha Madhu, 
offi cials, public represen-
tatives and others were 
present.

Bhadradri Kothagu-
dem, Oct 20 : Koth-
agudem DSP Gudla 
Venkateshwara Babu in-
spected the performance 
of Sujatanagar police 
station under the sub-di-
vision and details of vari-
ous pending cases. Chun-
chupalli CI Guruswamy, 
Sujatanagar SI Srinivas, 
and other police person-
nel were present.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DSP said that 
strict action should be 
taken against the anti-
social elements and asked 
the offi cials to act respon-
sibly. “Cyber criminals 

are trying to steal money 
from the bank accounts 
of innocent people in 
various ways,” he said 
and added that everyone 
should work responsibly 
to bring the perpetrators 
to justice and do justice 
to the victims. He urged 

the police personnel to 
earn good name to the 
police department by be-
ing available to the people 
and work hard to redress 
their problems. The po-
lice personnel were told 
to keep the surroundings 
clean and tidy.

Today evening 
give award one 
of program to trs 

vice president rjnr Syed 
muzammil Ahmed.his 
helping people's. Self 
defence. Every body. At 
jubli hills yousuf guda. 
Organization of pro-
gram. Deccan blaster 
chairman manan khan 
engineer. Cheif guest 
of program. Canadian 
city zen. Double citi-
zen. Ifreqar shareef. 
Shipra Gandhi. Miss 
India. Jhansi bajaj. 
Pariwar group chair-
man mustaq bhai.. 

Leaders of the 
Bahujan BC As-
sociation Fo-

rum for Better San-
gareddy participating 
in the Maharshi Jay-
anti program for 
V a l m i k i . T e l a n g a n a 
Mandali as the Chief 
Guest at the Valmiki 
Maharshi Jayanti 
function organized by 
the BC Development 
Department at the 
District Collector’s 
Office, Sangareddy 
District Center.Pro 
Team Chairman V 
Bhupal Reddy Ad-

ditional Collectors 
Rajarshi Shah, Virare 
DD, DCMS Chairman 
Sivakumar, BC Devel-
opment Officer Ko-
shoram, BC Bahujan 

Leaders etc. Forum 
for Better Sangared-
dy President Sridhar 
Mahendra, General 
Secretary Mahesh 
Kumar, Co-Secre-

tary Srikanth Oth-
ers participated and 
laid flowers and paid 
tributes to Valmiki 
for Maharshi Chitra 
Patna.

Milad juloos from jal-
pally muniselpalty 
and odher.s areays.

sadath nagar phadi shareef 
alain coloney jalpally shaheen 
naggar to qadi chaman and 
charminar central milad jool-

los me shamil howa joollos ki 
niggrani khaja garreb sositey 
ni ki senior trs leaders mr qa-
isar boam abdullha bin ghaleb 
ahmed larzi iqbal bin khaleefa 
krishna reddy acp jallpally mr 
purshotam and others

Arelly Govardhana 
Giri ; Karimnagar Re-

porter :-In Uttar Pradesh 
State, Gosaiganj Barathi-

ya janata Party MLA, had 
been sentenced 5 years 
jail, imposed fi ne  cost of 
8000/- for obtained fake 
degree certifi cate in the 
college.

MLA had failed in de-
gree 2nd year although  
he had taken admission 
in 1992.After enquiry  
that the college Prin-
cipal gave police com-
plaint,  and submitted 
reports to in tribunal 
court.The trial was con-
tinued after death of 
college Principal.

Amaravati, Oct 20 (GNS) Lead-
ers of Telugu Desam Party (TDP) 
were arrested across Andhra 
Pradesh on Wednesday as the 
day-long shutdown called by the 
opposition party was underway to 
protest against the attacks on its 
offi ces.Several top leaders of the 
party were placed under house ar-

rest in the early hours of the day 
to prevent them from coming out 
and attending the protests.

The leaders, who came out on 
streets and tried to enforce the 
shutdown, were arrested by the 
police.Holding party fl ags and 
also black fl ags and raising slo-
gans against the government, TDP 

leaders and workers hit the streets 
in all the districts and tried to stop 
buses of state-owned Andhra 
Pradesh State Road Transport 
Corporation (APSRTC) from ply-
ing. TDP’s central offi ce at Man-
galagiri here and party offi ces in 
some other parts of the state were 
attacked on Tuesday allegedly by 

the supporters of ruling YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP), who were an-
gry over the use of some abusive 
words by TDP spokesman Pattab-
hi Ram against Chief Minister K. 
Chandrasekhar Rao. Former min-
ister and TDP politburo member 
Kala Venkatrao was placed under 
house arrest at Rajam.


